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Ephesian 4:1-3 Maintaining Unity 
 

This morning I want us to consider together something that Jesus sees as important for us, as a local body of 

believers.   

It is something Jesus prayed for - so that makes it important!  

It is something Jesus said will help people to know we are truly His followers/disciples. - so that should get 

our attention 

It is a gift the Holy Spirit gives to the Church - so it ought to be received with thanks & joy – He does not 

give bad gifts! 

It is something we are to be eager about, do our best at. 

 

It is of course what Eph 4:1-6 is about …UNITY - CHRISTIAN UNITY.  The broken world in which we 

live ought to cause us to long for such unity. 

 

There are 2 great passages that highlight the nature & importance of Christian Unity. John 17 (Jesus High 

priestly prayer) & Ephesians 4.  + lots! 

 

One of the things I loved to hear prayed when Margaret & I first came to GBC in Feb last year, was the 

regular prayer for oneness & unity in the pastoral prayer.   

That’s always an important thing to be praying for your local church.   

It’s something that Jesus prayed for & so should we.   

It was high on his priority at His last meal with His disciples prior to His arrest & trial  

 

There is of course other things Jesus prayed for, even encouraged us to pray for even in John 17  

 

As tempting as it is to look at John 17 we shall look at the Ephesian passage.  

 

I want us to focus on opening 3 verses of Eph 4. 

 

Some context first  

Paul has just ended 3 chapters of wonderful teaching/doctrine.   

He has written amazing things about the sovereign will & purposes of God in the gospel.  
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He has also written about:  our salvation, where we have come from (children of Wrath!), what we have in 

Christ,  our new position being seated in the heavenlies, the Church, the mystery that now is revealed - 

Gentles co-heirs with Jews – we share in the same body, same promise, same gospel. 

 

 

Paul has no small or low thoughts of God, salvation, what a Christian is, or the Church.   

Consider the high view he has of the Church 3:10 

“So that through the Church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers & 

authorities in the heavenly places.” 

We declare God’s brilliance! 

Paul ends those first 3 chapters with a wonderful prayer for them to “be rooted & grounded in love and be 

given the strength to grasp the breadth, length, height & depth of the love of Christ!”   

The vs. 20f*   … to him be glory… 

 

Having written as he has in chapters 1-3, how could he not end with praise!   

 

That would be like standing on top of Mt Everest, or swimming beside a whale, and not using adjectives to 

describe your experience. 

Mum phones & she asks, “What you been up to?” 

“Oh, I stood on top of Mt Everest yesterday. I saw a view?”  

“I swam beside a whale yesterday for 10 minutes.” 

Q AND!!!   

 

When we think about or hear the Gospel of Grace or read a passage such as Ephesians 1-3 it should leave us 

‘lost in wonder, love and praise’.  

Our problem is we often aren’t moved, we don’t always think deeply enough about God & His Works to end 

with jaw dropping adoration.   

We (including myself to my shame) skim over the most profound truths when we could spend time chewing 

over them (what the Bible calls meditating on God’s Words).   

 

Chapter 4:1-6 is all about Christian Unity [CU] (just vss1-3 this morning) 3 Verses 3 thoughts. 

 

v 1 His Plea (live a life worthy of our calling) 

v 2 What that life looks like (4 qualities/virtues) 

v 3 The purpose/outcome of such a life is CU (maintaining Holy Spirit given unity)  
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It’s the practical outworking of what he has taught chaps 1 -3.   

The first word in CSB provides the link between doctrine and practice – “Therefore”, ESV “I” 

Gk “Urge” 

 

1. His Plea (1st word in the original language) 

= In the light of all this,  

if you get it, understand it,  

if these truths have found a home in your head and your heart, if you thought about it & have a right view of 

God & what he has saved you from, I plead with you, urge you to live a life worthy of it. He is not making a 

suggestion or giving options.  It’s an earnest appeal he is making. 

 

In fact, if we don’t get the greatness of God & His work right, then doing what follows (4-6) will be a poor 

imitation of Christianity,  

praise will be uncommon -  

heartfelt thankfulness will be absent. 

you won’t see its beauty,  

Everything will be a chore. 

 

Paul wants his readers to live a life that’s ‘worthy of what we have been called to.’   

It is a glorious life indeed!   

 

Paul is urging them & us to live a life that is  

worthy of your calling – called to a child of God – adopted into His family! 

 

There is a parallel passage in Philippians 1:27 

Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, [ so that whether I come and see you or am 

absent, I may hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the 

faith of the gospel,] 

 

Don Carson What does it mean to “conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ” 

(Philippians 1:27)? The expression is striking. … it describes the manner of our conduct, not us. Paul does 

not say that we ourselves are worthy of the Gospel, for that would be a contradiction in terms: the Gospel, 

by definition, is good news to people who are not worthy of it. But once we have received the Gospel, 

however unworthy we may be, we are to conduct ourselves in a manner worthy of it. 

In that passage the way Christians were to do this was by: 
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 standing firm together (“in one spirit”  

“contending as one man for the faith of the gospel without being frightened in any way by those who oppose 

[them]” (Phil. 1:27–28).  Sounds a lot like CU, doesn’t it! 

 

A slight digression here – the Ecumenical movement emphasises unity but not truth (John 17 Sanctify them 

in your truth).  True CU is truth based.   

(A heated discussion in a country fraternal once between A Sal Army Capt & A UCA pastor over sharing 

the Gospel). 

 

Back to our text.  

His application (in chap 4-6) or his description of a life worthy of our calling is going to include lots of 

everyday things: - our walk in the world, holiness in a very unholy world,  

there will be a difference as stark as light is to darkness,   how we speak to each other,  

submit to each other,  

married life,  home life,  

workplace & Spiritual Warfare. 

 

Q. I wonder though, does it strike you that the very first thing he wants to plead for is - UNITY in Jesus’ 

Church?   

It’s difficult to underestimate the importance of Unity in the church, but not only the church: a family, a 

workplace, a nation, football team, club etc.  

 

Proverbs 11.29 Whoever troubles his own household will inherit the wind.  there will be no inheritance - just 

the wind. (Not all that good?  A bit underwhelming. Q “What did you get when your dad died?”  I got 

nothing, I got the westerly wind, everything was blown away) 

One of the things God hates in Proverbs 6 & even calls it an abomination is “the person who sows discord 

among brothers.” 

A person who uses their influence to bring disunity. 

 

So, Unity is VIP to God.  See how many times that simple word “ONE” is mentioned in verses 4,5,6* (7 

times).  It’s very trinitarian. Your salvation involves the whole Godhead.  One Spirit, One Lord, One Father.   

If there is a Christian sitting next to you then he or she is no ordinary person.   

God has done something miraculous in them.    

 

BUT WHY UNITY?  
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Why is unity so important to God?  

I think the answer is very simple.   

It is important to God because He is one! cf Jh17 

This this basis of Christian UNITY & that basis is nothing and no one less than GOD himself.  

 

We aren’t in the dark about what is important to God.  We know the Church is important because Jesus laid 

down his life for His people.  5:25 

We also know …  

Love is vip to God for - He is love.   

Holiness is vip to God for - He is holy.   

Unity is vip to God for - He is ONE.   

He is a tri-unity, God is trinity - Father Son & Holy Spirit 

 

Those attributes … are essential to Gods very character, they are the qualities that we his children are to 

hold dear & aspire to, indeed mark us visibly.   

Q.  How could we worship: 

 a loving God and not be a loving people,  

…A Holy God & not want to be separate from sin 

…A God who is one & not place great importance on unity.  

 

There are two things Jesus said will let others know we are His disciples. 

It was not the jewellery they wore, their articulate sermons, beautiful buildings, good coffee after the church 

service, bell & smells, dog collars, programs… 

No, it’s something much closer to heart, something that is vastly independent of culture, wealth, gender, 

nationhood, education, home, suburb, personality type or… 

 

It was Love (as Jesus loved) & Unity (oneness of FS &HS) 

 

John 13:34f A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you 

also are to love one another. By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one 

another.”  

 

John17:22f The glory that you have given me I have given to them, that they may be one even as we are one, 

I in them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that you sent me 

and loved them even as you loved me. 
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What Jesus is saying here is quite staggering isn’t it?   

One common thing about love & unity is they can’t be hidden.  Obvious! 

Jesus expects them to be so real you can see them. 

So visible that they can’t be denied or quickly reasoned away.  

 

They show themselves in multitudes of ways + & -. 

The last 2 verses of this chapter give us clues to what love looks like (-) & (+).  

First the (-). v31 

Let all bitterness, anger and wrath, shouting and slander be removed from you, along with all malice.  

Then the (+) v32 

And be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving one another, just as God also forgave you in 

Christ.   

 

There is a certain NRL team going around at the moment that seems to lack a lot of unity & the results show 

that. 

 

Someone living in a broken relationship, a broken home, or a split political party, or a divided workplace, 

they know the importance of unity in ‘theory’.  I don’t think anyone here would argue against unity… but 

often things like pride, bitterness, anger, selfish ambition, not getting my way, slander etc get in the way.    

 

Love & Unity are to set the church apart (Holiness = set apart, different) - it was visible, evident, 

undeniable.   

CU Crosses societal boundaries - Rich/poor, Jew/Greek, Male/female, mature/immature, slave/master 

 

Well known quote from Tertullian c. 160–c. 225AD Theologian and Church Father from Carthage. 'Look,' 

they say, ‘How they [Christians] love one another' (for they themselves hate one another); 'and how they are 

ready to die for each other' (for they themselves are readier to kill each other). 

SO that’s what Paul is calling us to - live a life that’s worthy of the grace you have received.   

 

2. What this life will look like v2* 

There are 4 qualities or virtues mentioned in Eph 4.2 that are Essential requirements for Christian unity. 

Humility, gentleness, patience & love. 

 

As I say those words, read them, – they come to me with some convicting force.   
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Have I always shown…? 

But I must face them & allow the Holy Spirit to do His work. 

 

Augustine “If you believe what you like in the Gospels and reject what you don’t like, it is not the Gospel 

you believe but yourself.” 

We could say that about God/Bible also, “If you believe what you like about God/Bbible and reject what you 

don’t like, it’s not God/Bible you believe in but yourself.” 

 

(These  4 are not the full total of characteristics needed for church unity eg truth is not mentioned, 

thankfulness.)  

 

Let’s look at the 4 mentioned - or better still let them look at us!  

1 Humility.  Always remembering the grace of God towards me.  1st Beatitude = poor in Spirit… 

That’s the only way a Christian can think of himself or herself.   

This is what I am before my creator.  Bankrupt! 

The Christian says I am what I am by the grace of God.    

We are all recipients of God’s undeserved favour.   

If it were not for God’s amazing grace, we would all be damned.   

We all fall short of His glory; we have all sinned & gone our way.   

We have not lived, talked, or thought as we should have.   

We have all thought we can fix ourselves & all thought our greatest problems are outside of ourselves, not 

of our heart (for which only God has the cure). We disagree with that American theologian, Frank Sinatra, “I 

did it my way!”  

 

This is not being falsely humble - it’s being honest and agreeing with what God’s Word says about us. 

 

The truly humble person doesn’t think about humility, they aren’t thinking about themselves at all. 

Humility is replacing ourselves at the centre with Jesus.   

J I Packer writes about his Copernicus experience.  Like Copernicus who established that the SUN not the 

EARTH was the centre of the universe.   

One day Packer came to the surprising and happy understanding that he was not the centre of the universe - 

but God’s Son was. 

 

All of God’s plans and purposes for time & eternity and for you & me are centred on His Son.   

He would not be very loving (let alone wise & good) to centre His plans on you or me!   
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I wonder have you come to that happy and liberating realisation yourself yet?   

It’s an ongoing realisation, isn’t it? 

Because we keep wanting to get back to the centre.   

We want to sit on the throne. 

We want to rule not submit to God’s wise & good rule.   

 

Put it this way… ask yourself the question… 

Who is the greatest sinner I know?  (please don’t call answers!) 

Before you answer that let’s ask Paul. 

Who is the greatest sinner Paul knew?   

Well, he tells us 1 Tim 1:15 The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus 

came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost. CSB “Worst” “First” Protos “Chief”  

 

Who is the greatest sinner Paul knew?  

Who is the greatest sinner I know?  me. 

 

Is Paul correct? 

Is he exaggerating? 

How could he say such a thing?   

Consider all he did, suffered, taught... 

If Paul was the foremost where does that leave me?  What hope do I have?   

 

I have the same hope Paul had & you have.   

We all need a saviour who has more grace & mercy & forgiveness than we have of sin.  

 

That’s why we sing, He mercy is more!   

More than my sin,  more than my failings,  

 more than my ingratitude,   

more than my bitterness,  

more than my jealousies,   

more than my prayerlessness, false motives,  pride,  failures,  empty words,   lack of desire for 

true holiness,  apathy etc, etc. 

 

Psalm 103:8-14   
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The LORD is merciful and gracious, 

        slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.  

He will not always chide, 

        nor will he keep his anger forever.  

He does not deal with us according to our sins, 

        nor repay us according to our iniquities.  

For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so      

 great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him;  

As far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove our transgressions from us.  

As a father shows compassion to his children, so the LORD shows compassion to those who fear him.  

For he knows our frame; he remembers that we are dust. 

 

His mercy is more, much much more. 

Charles Wesley Hymn   

Depth of mercy can there be, 

Mercy still reserved for me? 

Can my God His wrath forbear? 

Me the chief of sinners spare? 

 

I have long withstood His grace 

long provoked him to His face 

would not hearken to His calls 

grieved Him with a thousand falls. 

 

Can such a person get mercy? 

 

Last 2 verses Charles Wesley 

There for me the Saviour stands 

Shows His wounds and spreads His hands 

God is love I know I feel 

Jesus weeps but loves me still! 

 

Now incline me to repent 

Let me now my fall lament 

Now my foul revolt deplore 
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Weep believe and sin no more. 

 

Oh friends, thank God we are not saved by our works, but by His grace alone!  Eph 2:8,9  

It takes the grace of Almighty God to save any one of us & every one of us.  No small task!  

 

That’s were humility starts.  Knowing the grace of God to sinners such as I.   

  

Q. Does humility then mean we are to become jelly fish with no backbone? 

We never take a firm opinion or stand up for anything?  Slink into a corner & say nothing? 

 

This is both ‘interesting & important’, being the foremost sinner did not mean Paul carried no responsibility.  

It did not mean he had no voice & had to keep quiet and never rebuked anyone or correct error or call out 

sin.   

 

cf his letters: 1 Corinthians, Galatians, 2 Tim.  

Peter eating away from Gentiles,  

his letters include instructions on discipline,  

 

But notice it was to win them over.  It was not to denounce them & have nothing further to do with them.   

 

With Peter withdrawing from eating with gentiles – Peter later writes, “…Our beloved brother Paul.”  

2P3:15 

 

Athanasios - 3rd Century AD led the fight against Arius, so courageous defending trinitarianism,  

   exiled 5 times 

He was known as “Athanasios Contra Mundum” = ‘Athanasios against the world’.  He wanted to win them 

to the Biblical position. 

 

Then there were times when separation was needed.  He names names! 2 Tim – Demas and  Alexander 

 

Martin Luther – did not want a schism, but eventually he saw the issue was not one he could in all good 

conscience agree with.  The final authority was the Scriptures not the RC Church.  

 

Humility does not mean being a mouse.   
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2. Gentleness v2 - This is like humility’s shadow, wherever Humility goes gentleness is following.   

To speak gently is to speak tenderly out of love.  

SOTM. 1. Poor in Spirit = Humility 2. Mourn followed by 3. Meek. 

A soft word turns away wrath. Proverbs 15:1  

Restore a brother in gentleness, Gal 6:1 

Matt 7:3ff Why do you see the speck that is in your brother’s eye, but do not notice the log that is in your 

own eye? Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when there is the log 

in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take 

the speck out of your brother’s eye.  

 

Q. How would you want a Dr. to go about removing a piece of steel in my eye?  

(I do remember a certain Dr at Cleveland hospital helping our eldest son on more than one occasion when he 

had welders flash saying how he was in the prefect position for doing some so-called “payback” and not use 

aesthetic.)  

 

So, when it comes to correcting someone, remember 3 things:  God’s grace to you, your own log & think of 

the eye.   

The result will be gentleness.   

 

3. Patience v2 - just as Jesus is soooo very long-suffering with me.   

Humility, gentleness & patience do not require the truth being sacrificed.  But they do require the truth to be 

applied in the right way.   

  

Start with the truth of God’s grace towards me as my starting point, not the faults, flaws & sins of others.  

 

Be aware that I see others flaws much more clearly than I see my own.   

Be aware that those flaws are often mine as well. So be patient 

“Takes one to know one” is not a biblical quote but there is truth in it.  It’s a modern version of “Judge not 

that you be not judged for wherein you judge you are guilty yourself.” 

 

4. Love v2 

We have already considered this in part (the New Commandment) 

See again the concluding verses of chapter 4 +&- 

31 Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all 

malice. 
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32 Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you.  

 

When wronged personally Paul was content to let it pass knowing it is better to be wronged than be the 

person doing the wrong.  (Paul in 1 Corinthians 6:7f) To have lawsuits at all with one another is already a 

defeat for you. Why not rather suffer wrong? Why not rather be defrauded? But you yourselves wrong and 

defraud—even your own brothers! 

Be the person who is ok being wronged.  

What would that say to the world?   

 

Matthew Henry (17th & 18th C) - after being robbed wrote the following in his journal. 

“Let me be thankful,  

1st, because I was never robbed before;  

2nd, because, although I was robbed I was not robbed of my life,  

3rd although the thieves took my all, it was not much; and  

4th because it was I who was robbed, not I who robbed.” 

 

Why not rather suffer wrong? 

 

These 4 qualities (Humility, Gentleness, Patience & love) need to be seen in my thoughts & words of others.   

 

3.  The Purpose of such a life  

verse 3 Making every effort…The goal of such a life (maintaining Holy Spirit given unity)  

GK word = to do something with intense effort, to do your best. 

Those 4 qualities of v 2 require HS empowered effort.  Maintaining Unity is something to be diligent, even 

zealous about.   

Here is something that requires intense effort and motivation.  It is something to work hard at.    

Watch over our heart & mouth. 

 

NB Unity is not something we invent.  Paul does not say bring about unity or introduce it or think we can 

obtain it with our clever writing skills.  

No, he is saying Unity is already there because the Holy Spirit has given it.   

But we must maintain it - strive to maintain it. 

 

If you buy a home with a perfect lawn… work at it 

Does a child’s room keep tidy by itself? 
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Here we fight against our own flesh as well as the evil one.   

Satan is good at strategy; he works on the principal of ‘divide and conquer’.   

Divide based on… race & or colour (cf USA today), gender, rolls, wealth, position, gifting, age, personality, 

personal preferences,  

We have spent much time in 1 Corinthians - such a divided church.   

 

I prefer … preaching. 

I prefer these songs/music 

I prefer 20-minute sermons & 1 hour service (sorry about that) 

I prefer the AC lower, higher 

I prefer that musician/singer/leader 

 

I don’t think we have too many music wars these days. I think, hope we all want to sing sound words with 

good singable tunes.   

(Christian musician giving a seminar: “The Lord gave me this song”.  Once I heard it I could see why the 

Lord didn’t want it anymore) 

 

I’m glad that we sing both old & new songs here.   

That was not the case a short while ago.  They had to beat least 100 yrs old or they had to be no more than 5 

yrs old.  We can have the best of both & love both. 

 

A fictional story written back then. 

HYMNS AND CHORUSES - THE DIFFERENCE 

An old farmer went to the city one weekend and attended a big city church.  He came home and his wife 

asked him how it was. 

“Well” said the farmer, “It was good.  They did something different however.  They sang praise choruses 

instead of Hymns.” 

“Praise choruses,” said his wife, “What are they?” 

“Oh, they’re OK.  They are sort of like hymns, only different,” said the farmer.   

“Well what’s the difference?” asked his wife. 

 

The old farmer said, “Well it’s like this – If I were to say to you, ‘Martha, the cows are in the corn,’ well 

that would be a hymn.  If on the other hand, I were to say to you: 

 Martha Martha Martha Oh Martha  
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MARTHA, MARTHA 

The cows, the big cows, the brown cows, the black cows,  

the white cows, the black and white cows 

The cows cows cows are in the corn, 

Are in the corn, are in the corn, are in the  

Corn, the corn corn corn. 

 

Then if I were to repeat the whole thing 2 or 3 times, well that would be a praise chorus.” 

 

A young, new Christian from the city went to a small town country church.  He came home and his wife 

asked him how it was. 

“Well” said the young man, “It was good.  They did something different however.  They sang hymns instead 

of regular songs.” 

“Hymns” said his wife, “What are they?” 

“Oh they’re OK.  They are sort of like regular songs, only different,” said the young man. 

“Well what’s the difference?” asked his wife. 

The young man said, “Well it’s like this – If I were to say to you, ‘Martha, the cows are in the corn,’ well 

that would be a regular song.  If on the other hand, I were to say to you: 

 

Oh Martha, dear Martha, hear thou my cry 

Inclinest thine ear to the words of my mouth 

Turn thou thy whole wondrous ear by and by 

To this righteous, inimitable and glorious truth. 

 

For the way of the animals who can explain 

There in their heads is no shadow of sense 

Hearkenest they in the sun or the rain 

Unless from the mild, tempting corn they are  

fenced. 

 

Yea yonder cows in glad bovine delight 

Broke free from their shackles, their warm pens have fled 

Then goaded by minions of darkness and night 

And on my delicious sweet corn they have fed. 
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So look to that bright shining day by and by 

Where all foul corruption of earth is reborn 

Where no vicious animal makes my soul cry 

I no longer shall see those foul cows in my corn 

 

Then if I were to do only verses 1, 3 & 4 and do a key change on the last verse, well that would be a hymn.” 

 

Divisions often come down to preferences or traditions, not matters of truth.   

“When the preference of the members becomes the priority of the church, the church is dying.” Thom 

Rainer 

 

Division can come over a person’s testimony - 

  mine is not as dramatic as yours, or  

  I can’t state a specific date on my conversion, or 

  I’m not as gifted as you are...   

These things can bring division in a church - it leaves people feeling they are outsiders, don’t quite fit in.  

 

What matters is am I in the kingdom now!  Am I looking to Jesus (Heb 12:2) or looking backwards or 

around at others? 

 

The best way to grow in unity is to keep looking ahead.  

Don’t divide over: 

  gifts (as Corinth did),  

    whose preaching you like best,  

 your experience of conversion,  

  class, culture or colour. 

Like Paul writes... forgetting those things that are behind I press forward. 

 

When it comes to unity, humility, gentleness, patience & love think on these verses... 

Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. -  

Philippians 2:3 And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of 

death, even death on a cross. 

 

In the age of social media where there seems to be no filter on what is written Proverbs 17:28. is worth 

memorising 



 

 16 

 “Even a fool who keeps silent is considered wise; 

  when he closes his lips, he is deemed intelligent.”   

 

More Pauline correspondence re unity  

that their hearts may be encouraged, being knit together in love, [CU] to reach all the riches of full 

assurance of understanding and the knowledge of God's mystery, which is Christ, - Colossians 2:2 

 

And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. - Colossians 3:14 

 

DMLJ repeats an illustration given by the Scottish preacher John McNeil imagining a conversation between: 

The man in John 9 talks with the man in Mark 8 re healing from blindness  

John 9 Jesus spat in the dirt, mixed it in & put mud on his eyes.   

Then told him to go & wash in the pool of Siloam 

 

The man in Mark 8 was different.  Jesus took him by the hand & led him outside the village of Bethsaida, 

spat on his eyes asked him what he saw - ‘men as trees walking’, then further treatment & he saw everything 

clearly. 

 

J9 Q. “What did you feel like when Jesus put that mud on your eyes?” 

M8. “Mud? I don’t remember any mud. There wasn’t any mud put on my eyes.” 

J9. “But he must have. You mustn’t remember. “ 

M8. “I remember very clearly what happened, there was no mud.” 

 

J9. But there must have been.  It’s essential.   

On and on it went  

J9. What, don't you remember when Jesus did that? 

 

The one man did not have a clue while the other kept asking questions  

J9 “Look here, I don’t think you’ve been healed at all, you are still blind.  

If he didn’t put the clay on your eyes, then it is still a fact that you can’t see, you are still blind.” 

 

John McNeil said because they were both looking back at their different experiences - 2 religious 

denominations began that day, the Muddites and the Anti-Muddites.  

 

The vital thing is this: is are you in the kingdom, not was your experience the same as someone else. 
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Paul never told people they had to have the same conversion experience as his.   

 

Nowhere in the scripture are we told you have to give the precise moment or day that you became a 

Christian or who the preacher was, these don’t matter.  The one this is that you must be in the KOG.   

 

Conclusion  

 

Perhaps you aren’t a Christian yet & you are considering, asking questions.   

Wondering perhaps what has unity got to do with me?  

Perhaps surprisingly it actually have plenty to do with you.  

The gospel (good news of Jesus) comes to us and tells us very plainly that there is a great division (disunity) 

between us & our creator.  

It tells us we are not a peace with God. 

There is a God size gap that only He can bridge. 

You are separated from Him by your sin.   

 

It is one thing to not be at peace with boss, or your spouse, children, society, your coach, but it’s infinitely 

worse to not be at peace with God.   

It’s a dis-unity that we cannot fix.  

 

No one gets on the right side of God by trying to be good enough, nice enough, doing enough. 

The only way is though Jesus. 

The gospel is a message of forgiveness & reconciliation through Jesus.    

He is the one that bridges the gap (not us). 

He is the one who takes the full force of the punishment we deserve. 

He is the one who pays the debt we each owe to God.   

He alone brings peace between us and Almighty God.  He does that on the cross. He has suffered and died in 

the place of all who turn and put their trust in Him. 

 

 

If you are a Christian consider this about CU…  

Q.  Does it work the other way?   

Do we get unity when there is no humility, no patience, no gentleness? No truth, no genuine love & 

thankfulness?  

In other words when Pride, harshness, impatience abounds.  
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Does that work in any place...?   

Can you imagine that ever maintaining unity? 

 

Just a ‘wanting to get my own way’ while camouflaging my desires under the cloak of pious words & even 

bible verses? 

 

Can you remember these 4 virtues that promote unity? 4 qualities that are worthy of our calling.  

Humility  Gentleness  

Patience Love.   

 

These friends, are worthy of our calling 

These qualities help us maintain the Holy Spirit given oneness.   

These qualities confront a broken world in the best possible way. 

   

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS  

1. Can you think of any other qualities (other than those mentioned in Eph 4:2) that help maintain 

unity? 

2. Which quality do you think most people generally need to work on – humility, gentleness, patience 

or love? 

3. Recall an experience where unity was maintained in a difficult issue.  (in a Church, home, club, 

relationship etc) 

 


