
  

Introduction 

Well this morning we begin a series titled, “The Real Christmas Carol.” It plays off the 

Charles Dickens short novel, “A Christmas Carol” where the character, Ebenezer 

Scrooge, is visited by three spirits – past, present and future… or… yet to come – and 

they visit him to change his mind on Christmas. And so, playing on this, we’ll be looking 

at the spirit of Christmas past, present and future where this morning we’re looking at 

the spirit of Christmas past. 

Now one of my favourite things about Christmas are the carols. Even tonight, our church 

is hosting Home for Christmas where people from our church are going to be singing in 

a number of different homes a bunch of Christmas carols. You have those classic carols 

that are Christ-centred like “Angels we have heard on high” and my personal favourite, 

“Hark! The herald angels sing.” 

But I’ve got to confess to you, I’m a bit of a fan of some of the other carols. Like when I 

listen to Bing Cosby sing, “Have yourself a merry little Christmas,” it just makes me want 

to sit by a warm fire with those closest in my life.” And yes, I know we have a scorching 

summer rather than a frosty winter, but the point still stands. But I’ve got to tell you. As 

much as there’s good carols, there’s some carols that are just weird. And one of them’s 

titled, “The Twelve Days of Christmas.”  

Now I’m sure you’ve all heard this carol. But if you haven’t, and even if you have, let me 

give you a quick overview. Over the course of 12 days, someone’s receiving a bunch of 

gifts and they’re singing a song about it. And these gifts are peculiar to say the least: 



Day 1 – One partridge in a pear tree. Day 2 – Two turtle doves. Day 3 – Three 

French hens. Day 4 – Four calling birds. Day 5 – Five golden rings. Day 6 – Six 

geese a-laying. Day 7 – Seven swans a-swimming. 

And then after 7 days, 6 bird species, 23 birds in total, and no bird cage in site, the gift 

giver starts… varying it up a little. So they start giving milking-maids, dancing ladies, 

leaping lords, piping pipers and drumming drummers. They’re… peculiar gifts indeed. 

But what’s most peculiar about this carol is who is actually giving the gifts. It’s not your 

uncle Billy who’s usually got a few kangaroos loose in the top paddock. And it’s not your 

aunty who’s just got it out for everyone – even on Christmas. No, it’s the song singer’s 

true love. It’s this person who’s giving these gifts. 

But you see, no matter how we might laugh and deride these gifts, the very fact that this 

person is giving gifts for 12 consecutive days – each more grand than the next; spending 

who knows how long to plan this gift; and spending who knows how much on the gifts… 

it makes me think that the one giving the gifts, no matter how weird the gifts seem, that 

the love is reciprocated.  

That they’re giving gifts to their true love and they’re doing it out of love. And gifts can 

be like that… especially when they’re personal. Gifts that are intensely personal don’t 

always make sense to others and can even seem foolish. 

Now all of this is to find ourselves back at the theme of our series, “The Real Christmas 

Carol.” And we find ourselves confronted by passages in Scripture. 

‘That God loved the world in this way, by the giving of His Son and that by 

believing in Him we would receive eternal life.’ 

The giving of His Son was God’s plan of redemption. Yet to many, this seems weird. To 

others, foolish. It’s a gift that defies belief that it could stir anyone’s heart to intense 

affections and much less write carols over it, and yet it does. 



And so this morning we find ourselves contemplating the Real Christmas Carol. The 

time not when God sent His Son, but the time when God planned to send His Son. You 

see, the birth of Jesus didn’t come out of nowhere. In fact, the conception of Jesus of the 

virgin Mary didn’t come out of nowhere. Writing to the Galatian church, Paul framed it 

like this. 

“That when the fulness of time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a 

woman, and born under the law.” 

That phrase, ‘fulness of time’… it tells us that through the gift of eternal life was to be 

seen in the fulness of time, it was a gift that God planned long ago. And so this morning, 

we’re going to answer ourselves this question. 

[Question: How was God’s plan of redemption orchestrated?] 

 

Now typically when hearing a sermon that’s about Christmas, you might expect a 

passage from the beginning of the gospel accounts. 

On the lineage of Jesus, the naming of Jesus, on the wise men making their 

visitation, or during His escape to Egypt, or in one of the glorious songs in the 

nativity account. 

But instead we find ourselves in John’s gospel account.  And not in His prologue where 

He records Christ having taken on human form. Rather, we find ourselves towards the 

end of His ministry. We find ourselves at the end of Christ’s final prayer to God in front 

of His disciples before going to the garden of Gethsemane to be betrayed.  



God is Father 

Yet it is my prayer that in this prayer God’s Spirit will illuminate to us the spirit of 

Christmas past in God’s plan of redemption. So how was it orchestrated?  Well before 

we can understand how redemption was orchestrated, we first need to understand how 

creation was orchestrated. 

 

And a game that I like to play is one of word association. For example, if I were to say 

“School” what comes to mind?  

For teens, it might be homework, or teachers, or “Andrew, we just got on 

holidays so please don’t utter that word again for another 6 weeks.” But for 

parents it might be fees or lunches or “I’m only a few days in and I don’t know 

how to keep my kids busy anymore.” 

But what happens if I were to say ‘God’? If I were to say God, what would come to mind? 

Some might say Creator, others might say Ruler, and still others might say, 

Saviour or something along these lines. 

Now of course, to give any of these answers is true.  

[Question: But is that who God is? Is this the essence of who He is?  You see the essence 

of who God is… is who God is in eternity past, outside of time… before time even 

existed.] 



Because only once we understand who God is outside of time can we begin to 

understand why in the fulness of time He would sent forth His Son to save sinners like 

you and me. And rather than Creator or Ruler, Scripture provides us with a different 

title of who God is. And that title is the first word we read in v.24. 

 “Father.” 

Before God was Creator, before He was Ruler, and before He was Saviour, He was 

eternally, ‘Father’. Eternally Father to a Son. And this is no small point. Because you see 

brothers and sisters, only by first knowing who God is, can we begin to know how He 

orchestrated this plan and why it was manifest in the way that it is. 

Think about this for a moment. If God needed to be Creator in order to be Himself, then 

God would be dependent on creatures to exist. Or if God needed to be Ruler in order to 

be Himself, then God would be dependent on servants to rule over. And if God needed 

sinners to save in order to be Himself, then God would have been dependent on sinners 

existing. In fact you could argue that your choice to wilfully rebel against God would 

have been just as much in His self-interest as it has been in your self-interest. And grace 

wouldn’t be grace at all. 

But when we understand that before time, God is Father to a Son. When we understand 

that God is Father, Son and Spirit, then we understand that God lacks nothing. There is 

nothing in the existence of you or me, the motion of our wills or the motion of the 

cosmos that God needs from us to be Himself. There is nothing that we can offer and no 

bargaining chip we have. 

 



Now this doctrine in theology, brothers and sisters, is called the “aseity” of God,  which 

is fancy word, derived from the Latin word, “A se”. And it describes God’s self-existence. 

And as R.C. Sproul puts it, “in that one little word is captured all of the glory of the 

perfection of God’s being.” It’s what makes God ‘other’ to us. It’s what makes God ‘holy’ 

to us, “set apart” from us, such that “there is none like Him.” 

There is nothing in all creation that is self-existent. We as creatures are entirely 

dependent on things outside of ourselves. We need clothing and food and probably 

smartphones now too… and if it’s an inanimate object, it still needs chemical elements, 

the right temperature, space and time. And the God of the universe requires none of 

this. 

  



The Father loves the Son 

But we seem to have struck a wall…  we seem to have struck a wall because rather than 

in getting closer to answering ‘how did God orchestrate creation?’ We now find 

ourselves asking  

[Question: ‘why did He do it?’] 

Because if he didn’t need anything, then why did He do it at all? But the answer of this 

how and why are one and the same. And we find ourselves back at that word, “Father.” 

Now before we go on, just like when I asked what comes to mind when I say “school” 

that the answer will vary depending on if it’s the parent or the child. I understand that 

the response to that word “Father” can be fuelled with emotion depending on the Father 

you had. 

And you may not know it, and I may not know it, but every time we may have come 

across that word in Scripture, we may have infused our own understanding without 

even knowing it. But I want to let you know that it’s a positive word. 

So with that said, let’s press on. 

You see brothers and sisters, in that lone word describes not only the type of eternal 

relationship between God and Christ, but the substance of that relationship. It’s one of 

intimacy and the overflow of delight in His Son and the overflow of love for His Son. In 

eternity past, God was fatherly to His Son. He loves His Son and His Son is not only the 

means of all His activity, but His Son is also the end of His activity. 

John 1. God made all things through His Son and apart from His Son, not one 

thing was created that has been created. 

Hebrews 1. God appointed His Son the heir of all things and made the universe 

through Him.  



And then Colossians 1. All things were created through Him and for Him. 

Creation, brothers and sisters, creation itself is the expression of God’s love for His Son. 

It was made through Him and for Him. Christ is the means of His activity and the end of 

His activity. 

[Question: So how did God orchestrate creation?] 

Humanity and the cosmos were not created out of necessity, but out of love. It is in the 

triunity of God – Father, Son and Spirit – it is in this triunity that we learn of true love. 

Love that is not self-focussed, but a love that is others-focussed. 

[Question: But how others-focused could it be? Because if God is One, then it’s just 

shared within the Trinity, right?] 

Well read verse 24 with me, 

“Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, so that they 

will see my glory, which you have given me because you loved me before the 

world’s foundation.” 

Now when we read verse 24, notice two things that the Father has given the Son. First, 

God has given His Son glory. And second, notice that God has given His Son people. And 

the verbs that accompany those nouns – glory and people – they’re in the perfect tense… 

A very important and rare tense in the Greek language. The phrase “you have given me” 

is in the perfect tense. 

[Question: So what does that mean? What is it’s significance?] 

Well what it DOES NOT mean is that what God has given Christ is potentially His. And it 

DOES NOT mean that what God has given Christ was His… but then was lost in the fall 

because of corruption. 



No, what this phrase means is that those whom God gave to His Son are His possession 

AND continue to be His even in their corrupted state. They are His and they have been 

since His before the foundation of the world. It’s why we read in Ephesians 1 that God, 

“Chose us in His Son, before the foundation of the world.” 

Now this is all well and good, but we mustn’t get bogged down in the technical details. 

Because we’re asking the question,  

[Question: ‘how did God orchestrate His plan of creation?’ So what’s the significance 

then of knowing this truth that God gave Christ a people for Himself?] 

Well read verse 25 and 26 with me, 

“Righteous Father, the world has not known you. However, I have known you, 

and they have known that you sent me. I made your name known to them and 

will continue to make it known, so that the love you have loved me with may be 

in them and I may be in them.” 

Brothers and sisters, God does not keep His love to Himself, but it is so wonderful and so 

others-focussed that it flows out from Christ to be shared with His creatures. 

 

[Question: So how did God orchestrate His plan of creation?] 

[Answer 1: Before time, God’s plan of creation was orchestrated out of love.] 



The Son has been eternally and fatherly loved by His Father. All things were created 

through Him and for Him. He is the means and the end of His Father’s creative activity. 

But of course, our question this morning is not about creation, but about redemption, 

[Question: so “how did God orchestrate His plan of redemption?”] 

[FALL] 

Because in God creating us in the freedom of His love, He gave us free agency to love. 

And He created us so that in the freedom of our will we would love Him… that our 

delight would be in God and that He would be pleasing to our eyes. 

You see brothers and sisters, we were made to image the selfless love of God. For our 

love to be ‘otherly’ like our Father in Heaven’s love is ‘otherly’. For it not to be selfish, 

but for it to be selfless. 

But instead… in the garden, we see that love distorted. Rather than directing our love 

back to God and to those in His image, we became lovers of ourselves. We traded our 

delight in the sweetness of God’s love for the sweetness of a piece of fruit…  

for the desire to choose what is right and wrong in our own eyes… and it all 

cascaded down from there as death and the curse abounded. 

And so “How did God orchestrate His plan of redemption?” 

 

  



The Son loves the Father 

[ILLUSTRATION: Love Languages] 

A few years ago, the author Gary Chapman published a New York Times best-seller 

titled, “The 5 Love Languages.” And the premise of the book is that love can have many 

different love languages… or expressions of love if you will. 

That love can both be given and received differently depending on the person. And now 

the context of this first book was in the romantic arena between a husband and wife. 

But the concept of the book has since been extended to children and that impossible 

group to love – teens. 

You see, there is a definite shape in the relationship of the love between God the Father 

and God the Son. The Father is eternally unbegotten and eternally begets the Son. The 

Father often described as the Lover and the Son as the Beloved. 

But make no mistake brothers and sisters, the Son loves the Father. Christ Jesus loves 

His Father. 

But by virtue of the Son being the Son, the expression of His love is different to the 

expression of the love of God the Father. Such that if the Father gives in love, the Son 

receives in love. And that if the Father asks in love, the Son obeys in love. 

This is His language of love to the Father in the pages of Scripture. As Christ Himself 

says in John 14 to His disciples, “the world must learn that I love the Father and that I do 

exactly what my Father has commanded me.” 

[Epistle to the Hebrews] 

This divine conversation and expression of love between the Father and Son is 

expressed throughout Scripture. But it comes particularly prominent in the book of 

Hebrews which aims to communicate that God has finally spoken in His Son. 



And over the course of the book of Hebrews there’s this conversation between the 

Father and Son playing out. And God is commissioning His Son to procure salvation for a 

people that He would know as Christ’s brothers. And what you see is the Son is 

responding in kind to God that He will do it. 

And so we begin to see the Father say through Old Testament Scripture to His Son, “The 

Lord said to my Lord, sit at my right until I make your enemies your footstool” and “You 

are a priest forever in the order of Melchizedek.” 

And then what you begin to see as the pages unfold in chapters 8, 9 and 10 are these 

themes of sanctuary and sacrifice and covenant. And what is seen as that the earthly 

system is a copy of the real system in heaven. And it leads to this conclusion: 

‘That the blood of bulls and goats cannot are not a good enough sacrifice for the 

forgiveness of sins.’ 

And then you hear the resounding response of the Son in Hebrews chapter 10:5 as the 

author of Hebrews quotes Psalm 40. 

“As He was coming into the world, he said… You did not desire sacrifice and 

offering, but you prepared a body for me… I have come to do your will, God.” 

And then exegeting the text He quoted, the author of Hebrews writes, 

“By this will, we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus 

Christ once for all time.” 

Do you see the love of the Son to the Father brothers and sisters? The Father prepares a 

body for the Son, and Christ obediently responds, 

‘Yes Father, I will receive this body.’ And He receives this body from Him and 

then he says, “Yes Father, I have come to do your will in this body.” 



And then you see the Son committing the whole of His will, the whole of His person in 

obedience to the Father as He goes to the cross taking the sin of His people upon Him 

and dying under God’s righteous judgement. 

You see brothers and sisters, the first Christmas itself is not merely the declaration of 

God’s love to the world, it is the declaration of the Son’s love to the Father. 

In Christ taking on our likeness, He lovingly receives the body that His Father 

prepared for Him and did so to obediently accomplish His will. 

[ILLUSTRATION: Moments in Eternity] 

You know there are moments in life you only get brief glimpses of. Where just for a 

second, you get to peer into something secret that you almost don’t feel you deserve to 

see.  

Like seeing an old married couple share a kiss. Lasting only a moment, but telling 

you there is a lifetime of history. 

Well while Jesus walked this earth, we read in Luke chapter 10 that He sent 72 of His 

disciples on a mission to go ahead of Him and declare the good news of the Kingdom of 

God.  

And when they returned they were ecstatic and reported to Jesus the power of 

His name as they saw demons become subject to it. And from there Jesus tells 

them not to rejoice in the fact that demons are subject to them, but to rejoice that 

their names are written in heaven. 

And then, for a moment, just for a small moment in time, we get to peer into something 

hidden. After Jesus says for them to rejoice that their names are written in heaven, we 

get to peer into the eternal relationship of our Triune God. The Scriptures record this, 

“At that time Jesus rejoiced in the Holy Spirit and said, “I praise you, Father, Lord 

of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and 



intelligent and revealed them to infants. Yes, Father, because this was your good 

pleasure.” 

There are relationships you have with old friends or family or your spouse that when 

you’re together, and something happens, something that sparks a memory only you two 

know of – whether it’s ironic, or funny, or reminds you of something silly you both once 

did, or a silly argument you once had – you don’t need to explain any of it. You don’t 

need to explain why you feel the way you feel. You can just look at them and they get 

you. They get you in a way no one else gets you. And we see this for a moment. Just for a 

moment, we see the Son rejoice in the Holy Spirit to His Father as Jesus says, 

 “I praise you Father because this was your good pleasure.” 

A plan orchestrated in eternity now being played out in history. And the joy of the Son 

as He sees the good pleasure of His Father. And He just knows. He knows this was 

always His Father’s pleasure from an eternity ago, and now that it is being realised, He 

rejoices in the Holy Spirit. 

You see brothers and sisters, it is not only that the Father loves the Son, but the Son 

loves the Father. When you love someone intensely, their love becomes your love; their 

concerns, your concerns; their interests, your interests. And Christ loves the Father’s 

pleasure. 

 

  



The Son Reveals the Love of the Father 

[Covenant of Redemption] 

And this takes us now to that eternity past. In eternity past where God had an 

agreement in will.  In theological terms, this is called the Covenant of Redemption. And 

what it basically means is that God is united in His will to redeem a people for Himself. 

This is a covenant in the Trinity where the Father ordains, the Son accomplishes and the 

Spirit applies this plan.  It is a plan that was conceived in eternity past to be seen and 

revealed in the fulness of time. 

And so when we look at our text again and we see in verse 24 that Christ says 

something. He says, Christ says, “I WANT those…” In the Greek, it literally reads “I will”, 

as in “it is my will for those you have given me to be with me.” This is an intense desire 

that He wants this to happen. 

What this is not is a boy presenting his Christmas wish list to his father. This is not a 

wishful hope of a son to his father. Rather, this is a declaration of divine decree that was 

declared in eternity past. The decree that was ordained by the Father in eternity is 

affirmed by the Son in history. 

And no set of circumstances could alter the unchangeable will of God. Not the 

impending slumber and scattering of His disciples at His hour of need in Gethsemane. 

Not the denial of Peter at His hour of trial by religious hypocrites. And not the scorn, the 

mocking and the torture of His the body His Father prepared from in eternity past for 

His Son to inhabit where in less than 12 hours it would be disfigured by His very own 

creation to a point where His body was beyond human semblance. That knowledge to 

not change the Son’s desire to see the Father’s will happen.  

And the Son says still to all of this, “I will”, “I want those you have given me,” “I want 

them to be where I am with me.” Nothing could change the unity between the will of the 

Father and Son and Spirit. It was His declaration on that first Christmas, “I have come to 

do your will, God!” And it was His declaration on the eve of the cross.  



[Gospel] 

[Question: But how can we begin to grasp the love of the Father towards the Son? Is 

there anything tangible that can help you… that can help me… is there any that can help 

us comprehend this love?] 

Well in John chapter 15, John records for us these words by Jesus on the night of His 

betrayal. 

“As the Father has loved me, I have also loved you.” 

You see brothers and sisters, the spirit of Christmas past was one of selfless-love. The 

whole sojourn of Christ on earth almost serves as the mirror image of the divine love 

that has existed in eternity past between the Father and Son. 

This love was the animating force of both creation and redemption.  

Not only the existence of creatures, but the reality that this love moved in such a way 

that it was compelled to save by grace sinners that were to be in fellowship with God. So 

how did Christ love us? Well I think it’s only fitting that the bookends of Jesus life to 

serve as the ultimate examples. The day He took on flesh and the day He condemned sin 

to death in this flesh. 

The day that He took on flesh, what we begin to see is: The nearness of God. A God who 

is intimate, a God who is fatherly, a God who desires relationships, a God who desires 

fellowship and communion.  We see the humility of God. We see the God who would 

empty Himself. Not of His divine attributes, but empty Himself of His position of 

exaltation before the Father, and veil His glory. And He would take on a position of 

earthliness such that there was no stature in His position. And then finally, in the 

Christmas story we see Him sympathising with our need. The one who can sympathise 

with our weakness because He took on our likeness. Such that He could say that even 

though ‘I am the omniscient God who knows all things, you can know that I can relate to 

you in a personal way.’  



And the other bookend of this story is the cross. Where we see the nearness of God. 

Where we see the humility of God. And where we see Him sympathising with our needs. 

We see the God who knew no sin. Where the God who in His divine nature could not 

come into contact with sin took on human nature so that He could go to the cross and 

lay your sin, and know your guilt and experience your shame, and He put that on 

Himself on the cross. And feeling the wrath of the Father abiding on Him and suffering 

the righteous for the sins that people like you and me deserve. 

This is a God who shows us that He is near, and He is close, and He is intimate, and He is 

humble, and He is sympathetic. This is what we see in the cross. And John says it like 

this in His letter in Chapter 4, 

“Love consists in this: not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His 

Son to be the propitiation for our sins.” 

Or if I can rephrase it: Love consists in this: not that we loved the Father, but that He 

loved us and sent His Son to satisfy the wrath of the Father that we deserve. 

You see brothers and sisters, this is our main point: 

[Answer 2 / Main point: Before time, God’s plan of redemption was orchestrated 

in love.] 

This is a God who is consistent and one of continuity. And don’t be mistaken. God wasn’t 

caught off-guard by our sin. God knew that the humanity’s rebellion would happen. And 

yet He orchestrated it nonetheless. And this shows us the grandness of the love of God 

that even sinners. Even rebels who rebel against His love, He will win. 

  



The Spirit of Christmas Past ‘Today’ 

What can you take away? 

Point #1. The Son reveals both the Father and Spirit. 

As Christ as Son means there is Father. And as Christ loving the Father shows us there is 

Father. But the Son also shows us that there is love and joy within the communion of 

Father, Son and Spirit. 

And how do we get wrapped into this entire thing? It is through God’s Spirit. That just as 

Aaron as the High Priest of the Old Testament. That as He was anointed as priest with 

oil and as the oil flowed from his head onto His body, so too does the Spirit rest on 

Christ and flow down onto His body which is the church. And Christ poured out His 

Spirit on His body in such a way at Pentecost. And this is the God who says I am folding 

you in; I am drawing you in; I am having you share in my love because you are in my 

Son. This is the kind of God that we have. 

Point 2: The providence of God in your life. 

You know it’s such an easy thing that if we were to think of God first and foremost as 

Creator and Ruler, that it would be difficult to characterise the type of Creator or Ruler 

this kind of God is. 

But when we understand that He is Father, and when we understand that we are 

adopted as children – as sons and daughters – by trusting in His Son. When we 

understand this fact, we can understand and fully realise that passage in Romans 8:28, 

that works all things for the good of those who love Him. He is Father to you if you are 

trusting in His Son. 

And so when we look back at the year gone by, do we see God’s fatherly hand over all 

the events of our lives? Or do we see a Ruler that we need to satisfy? Do we see in Christ 

a Son who has been granted all things and wills for us to be where He is? Or do we see 

chaos and madness? 



Point #3: Salvation is realised in a person. 

Salvation is not realised in an abstract concept or a distant thing, but it is realised in a 

person. Salvation is in Christ. You can know your Saviour. Christmas is that wonderful 

reminder that God is a person and a personal being. He took on our flesh and became 

like us, and that we can find our salvation in Him. 

Point 4: To share the love of God. 

There is an order to it. That love comes from the Father, to the Son. Loves comes from 

the Son to His people. And then what of His people? Does it stop there? Or are we called 

to declare the goodness of God in the person of Jesus Christ in what He did to save 

sinners like you and me? To share the love of God in such a way that it is so tangible and 

real that it is to us. And so it is my prayer that this Christmas you would be moved by 

the love of God to ‘go’. To go out and share this love with others.  



Conclusion 

We started off this morning talking about the Christmas Carol, “The 12 Days of 

Christmas.” 

You know I look at myself, even after being saved by Christ. And I look at the 

messiness of the church. 

And as weird as I think 11 piping pipers are as a gift from someone’s true love, in my 

feeble wisdom, I think it is far easier for me to think, “I don’t understand you, God. How 

am I a gift to Christ?” And yet it is. That all those who believe unto Christ can be His 

treasure. It’s a wonderful truth. 

 


