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Thank God For Work 
(Selected Proverbs January 12, 2020) 

 

 
 
Most of us would love to do what Harry and Meghan announced this week – chuck in 
our jobs, move to beautiful Vancouver Island – yet still enjoy the trappings of wealth. 
 
That is the dream. 
 
This morning, I hope to give you a different dream for your working life. 
 
Work is a big part of life. 
 
The average working life for most of us is around 45 years – although that number is 
increasing. 
 
Most work around 40-45 hours a week for 48 weeks a year – although for some that 
is increasing and for others that is decreasing. 
 
That means a fair chunk of us will work pretty close to 100,000 hours in our lifetime. 
 
Now, add in all our part-time and university jobs, all the time studying to get qualified 
to actually work, all the hours commuting to and from work, and all the after-hours 
work and emails that we do – and that figure goes up … significantly. 
 
However you cut it, for the majority of us, work is one of the biggest chunks of our 
lives. 
 
Most of us spend far more time at work than at church and every church related activity 
combined. 
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Those in the workforce spend far more time with work colleagues than with brothers 
and sisters in the faith. 
 
Many of us – and I put myself in this – spend more of our waking hours working than 
with our family. 
 
Work is a big deal – it is a huge chunk of our lives. 
 
So Christians absolutely need a proper theology of work. 
 
Let me begin by asking you – how do you think of work? 
 
When you think about your job – how you earn your income – how do you view it? 
 
Most of the world – and indeed many if not most Christians would say something like: 
 
Work is a necessary evil in a fallen world. 
 
Work is something you have to do in order to eat, have a home, provide for a family. 
 
You have to work to live – that is just an unfortunate fact of life. 
 
Most don’t like their work. Most live for weekends and holidays. 
 
To many in our world, work is a 40 hour interruption to our weekends. 
 
To many in our world, sickies are a human right and essential for our mental health. 
 
The dream for most is to get to a place where we can stop work – and soon. 
 
Invent an app, win Lotto, gather a passive income, become a travel blogger, earn 
enough to retire young – something that lets you tell your boss – boss man – I am so 
out of here – good luck to you – but this is such a happy face because I will never sit 
at that desk again. 
 
Then you can leave to travel the world – enjoy this beautiful planet – play with the kids 
or grandkids – anything except stare at a screen or play nice with people you really 
don’t like. 
 
Maybe you have a negative view of work – maybe not. But this morning – I want to 
look at the Scriptures – in particular the book of Proverbs – where I hope to reorient 
the way we all view our vocation – our work. 
 
When we are done this morning I trust that you will see that: 
 
Work is a good gift in a fallen world. 
 
Most Mondays it does not seem like a good gift. 
 
Most Mondays we curse Adam and the fall. 
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But, I have not gone crazy – work is in fact a good gift – a precious gift. 
 
There are so many places to see this – but one of the major places is Proverbs. 
 
If you read the book of Proverbs – one of the major themes it deals with is work. 
 
When you read it – Proverbs is a pretty black and white book. 
 
In most areas there are two perspectives. There is the perspective of the fool – a 
perspective that brings pain and suffering into our lives. 
 
There is the perspective of the wise – a perspective that brings joy and blessing into 
our lives. 
 
Proverbs addresses many areas – sex, money, families, work. 
 
It has some very unflattering names for those who choose the way of the fool in these 
areas: 
 

Glutton, drunkard, weak, greedy, slacker. 
 
However, before we look at this wisdom in regard to work – we need to talk a little 
about work in general. 
 
What is work? And is work a good thing or a bad thing? 
 
I mean there are days when even the most pro-work among us – and I am pretty pro-
work – but I too am tempted to think work has to be a result of sin and the fall. 
 
We find ourselves mulling the words of Genesis 3:17–19:  
 

And to the man [God] said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your 
wife, and have eaten of the tree about which I commanded you, ‘You shall not 
eat of it,’ cursed is the ground because of you; in toil you shall eat of it all the 
days of your life; thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat 
the plants of the field. By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread until you 
return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; you are dust, and to dust you 
shall return.”  

 
But Genesis 3 is not the whole story. 
 
Work is not something that started after Adam ate the forbidden fruit. 
 
When you think of Eden – don’t picture life there simply as one long vacation in 
Paradise. 
 
If we go back to Eden before the fall – don’t think of Adam as spending his life on a 
beach lying on a lounge and when he felt hungry he snapped his fingers and the 
gorillas he had dominion over came running and brought him bananas and peeled 
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them and popped them in his mouth and small birds flew over dropping cherries in his 
mouth. 
 
Then – after the fall poor old Adam has his forever vacation interrupted and now he 
has to do this work for himself. 
 
No – it was nothing like that – Adam worked in the Garden of Eden – and it was no 
chore – it was a joy. 
 
Adam – and you and I – were created to work. 
 
Genesis 2:5 says – God looked at Eden and there was no man to work the ground. 
So God created men and women. 
 
Then we come to Genesis 2:15. It does not say: 
 

The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to rest and do 
nothing. 

 
It says: 
 

The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and 
keep it.  

 
Remember – we are talking about the world before the fall – the world God looked at 
and said – very good. 
 
Adam didn’t cultivate the garden primarily for subsistence. Food to eat was just one 
consequence of his work. 
 
No primarily his work was an act of worship. 
 
As the Westminster Shorter Catechism put it: 
 

The chief end of man is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever. 
 
Work was one way to glorify God. 
 
So, let me give you this definition of work: 
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Work is primarily a gift of stewardship through which we glorify God. 
 
Work is primarily a gift of stewardship through which we glorify God. 
 
I know it can be hard to see work like this. 
 
I know many will say – but you don’t know my boss, my workplace. 
 
I still maintain – work is an area given to us as a good gift – primarily as a way to 
worship and enjoy our relationship with God. 
 
For many of us – this is near impossible to grasp. 
 
A holiday is a gift! 
 
A Ferrari is a gift! 
 
Work – work is a tragic necessity and not a good gift. 
 
No – work is a gift and a wonderful one. 
 
In Genesis 1 and 2 – and as we will see later – in eternity as well – clearly work is 
described in this way. 
 
Turn back to Genesis 1:1–4:  
 

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Now the earth was 
formless and empty, darkness covered the surface of the watery depths, and 
the Spirit of God was hovering over the surface of the waters. Then God said, 
“Let there be light,” and there was light. God saw that the light was good, and 
God separated the light from the darkness.  
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God creates the heavens and He creates the earth. 
 
But the earth is formless and empty – then God begins to work on the world – shaping 
it and transforming it. 
 
Then we read this in Genesis 2:1–3:  
 

So the heavens and the earth and everything in them were completed. On the 
seventh day God had completed his work that he had done, and he rested on 
the seventh day from all his work that he had done. God blessed the seventh 
day and declared it holy, for on it he rested from all his work of creation.  

 
God works – transforming the world – then He rests. 
 
The question is – in the six days – did God do everything and leave nothing for us to 
do? 
 
Did God just create Eden as a beautiful holiday spot for Adam to have an eternal 
vacation – or was there something for him to do? 
 
Here is a mistake many make. The work of transforming the creation was not finished. 
 
No – God’s part in creation and transformation – was done – for now. 
 
God had brought the world to the point He planned. 
 
But crucially what we see is that God now gives the task of continuing the work of 
transformation to mankind – to us – our part continues. 
 
Those created in His image are to continue His work. 
 
Genesis 1:27–28:  
 

So God created man in his own image; he created him in the image of God; he 
created them male and female. God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be 
fruitful, multiply, fill the earth, and subdue it. Rule the fish of the sea, the birds 
of the sky, and every creature that crawls on the earth.” 

 
Men and women were gifted the stewardship of the heavens and earth. The world and 
everything in it. 
 
God expected Adam and Eve to work to exercise dominion over all of creation – to 
transform the created order into a showcase of the glory and beauty and majesty of 
the One who created them. 
 
But this mandate was not only for them. They were to produce children. Those children 
would in turn create families, and those families would band together into cities and 
social networks throughout the world. 
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Together, those networks of men and women created in God’s image were to reflect 
the glory of God through culture and society – shaping the world through managing 
the care of animals and plants and fish and birds – and through introducing culture – 
art and music and architecture – shaping every part of this world to reflect the glory of 
God. 
 
They were meant to keep working the creation and caring for it as stewards who 
worshipped God – for all of eternity. 
 
Please realise that work was not the only area of their lives that would glorify God – 
their marriage, their family, their individual and corporate worship of God – in every 
aspect of their lives they were supposed to glorify God. 
 
But Adam and Eve blew it – big time. 
 
They disobeyed God – the fall happened – and every part of their lives was cursed 
and even the whole creation became cursed. 
 
In Genesis 3 God points this out: 
 

The curse means – their relationship with the Creator is ruined. 
 

The curse means – their marriage is damaged and becomes a struggle. 
 
The curse means – their work moves from a joy to a struggle for life. 

 
But here is a crucial truth we have to understand. 
 
We are not to give up on any of these – but instead we are to fight to redeem them. 
 

We fight to redeem our relationship with God. 
 

We fight to redeem our marriages. 
 
We fight to redeem our work. 

 
In this fallen world we can’t do any of these perfectly. It awaits the new heavens and 
the new earth. 
 
But by the power of Christ in us – we can redeem a larger part of these stewardships. 
 
So, how do we redeem our work? How do we reorient our attitudes toward something 
that is painful labour, filled with thorns and thistles and makes our brow sweat – and 
is that way until we die and turn to dust? 
 
Well between Genesis 2 and Revelation 21 – we are given much wisdom on 
redeeming work – and Proverbs is one major source of this wisdom. 
 
It gives a contrast – how we are not to view work – and how we are to view work. 
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First, let’s look at: 
 
The perspective of the fool. 
 
Our hearts are fallen. Our hearts whisper lies to us. 
 
And one major area of lies is – work. 
 
There are many foolish ways to view work – but for the sake of time I will look at the 
big two. 
 
The fool says: 
 

 
 
Work is an opportunity for: 
 

My Idleness 
My Idolatry 

 
These are lies that are our sinful hearts whisper in our ears.  
 
When you think about these it should be apparent that idleness and idolatry are two 
contrasting sinful desires. 
 
Idleness makes a God out of rest. 
 
Idolatry makes a God out of work. 
 
Most of us have at least a little of both issues. They sound right – but they are not. 
 
If you are idle – you still want all the things working hard brings. 
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If you work too much – you still want to stop working and rest. 
 
The reality is that in most of us – one or the other of these temptations is stronger and 
that is the one we have to battle. 
 
Often one desire is stronger – so I choose the dole – or I choose to be a workaholic. 
 
Often we want a bit of both – work hard to be able to retire young. 
 
Proverbs is filled with warnings to the idle and the idolatrous – anyone who makes rest 
or work an idol. 
 
We begin with – Idleness. 
 
The whispered lie is that work is part of the curse – work is bad – so don’t work or do 
as little as humanly possible. 
 
The problem is that you were created to work – and if you don’t work – you will bring 
problems such as poverty into your life and you will find ways to fill your life with 
unprofitable areas that usually lead you from God and into dissatisfaction. 
 
There are so many Proverbs on idleness. Here are a few that give you the flavour. 
 
Proverbs 12:24:  
 

The diligent hand will rule, but laziness will lead to forced labor.  
 
Proverbs 14:23:  
 

There is profit in all hard work, but endless talk leads only to poverty.  
 
Proverbs 20:4:  
 

The slacker does not plow during planting season; at harvest time he looks, 
and there is nothing. 

 
In this book, the idle person, the lazy person is repeatedly called a slacker or a 
sluggard. They find every reason under the sun to justify not working. 
 
Perhaps my favourite description is in Proverbs 26:13–16:  
 

The slacker says, “There’s a lion in the road— a lion in the public square!” A 
door turns on its hinges, and a slacker, on his bed. The slacker buries his hand 
in the bowl; he is too weary to bring it to his mouth! In his own eyes, a slacker 
is wiser than seven who can answer sensibly.  

 
To a slacker, there is always a good reason he can’t work or can’t work diligently. 
 
There is a lion out there – there are bad people and bad things in the workplace – so 
I shouldn’t go to work. 
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I’m not a morning person – getting up and going to work is bad for my mental health – 
so I am justified in just rolling over when the alarm goes off. 
 
I have a delicate constitution which means I am always so tired – look at me I can’t 
even lift my hand to my mouth – I’m just not cut out for hard work. 
 

In his own eyes, a slacker is wiser than seven who can answer sensibly.  
 
Now there are reasons why someone might not be able to work – genuine health, 
constitution, mental health reasons, age. 
 
But Proverbs is speaking to those who can work – but justify not working. 
 
It is a very interesting conversation to have with someone who – could work – but 
chooses not to work and chooses to live on the dole or some other form of charity – 
or they do work but are open about doing as little as possible at work – taking every 
opportunity to slack off. 
 
And I have heard justification for idleness too many times from Christians: 
 

Work is part of the curse and by choosing not to work or work hard – I’m refusing 
to join the world’s system and seeking to return my life to Eden. 
 
My priority is my family so I seek to spend as much of my days with them not 
my employer. 
 
I have a God given right not to work and the Bible says those who do choose 
to work should support those who don’t. Help those in need – like me. 
 
I choose not to work because I am worried that if I did it would become an idol 
to me. 

 
I’m sorry – but these ideas take a principle out of context and twist it. This is the slacker 
being wiser in his own eyes that everyone else. 
 
Please don’t misunderstand me here – again – there are absolutely reasons why 
someone might not be able to work and I don’t believe Proverbs is talking to them. 
And as Christians we should have sympathy for and charity towards them. If you can’t 
work – I don’t want you to feel guilty or slighted – Proverbs is talking about those who 
can work – but say no. 
 
As well – Proverbs is most certainly not speaking to stay at home mums. I have always 
said that any mum that chooses that option – she chooses a path of work that is one 
of the hardest and most God-honouring areas of labour. My hat goes off to all mothers 
– working in the home or in the home and the world. 
 
Proverbs is talking about able-bodied men and women who simply choose laziness. 
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I could work – but if the government, my family or the church will support me – why 
should I? 
 
I could work hard – but if I can get away with less – take my sickies – slack off – work 
as little as possible – why shouldn’t I? 
 
Because – that is not what you were created for! You do not honour God in your 
idleness. 
 
2 Thessalonians 3:6–12 warns us:  
 

Now we command you, brothers and sisters … to keep away from every brother 
or sister who is idle and does not live according to the tradition received from 
us. …  When we were with you, this is what we commanded you: “If anyone 
isn’t willing to work, he should not eat.” … Now we command and exhort such 
people by the Lord Jesus Christ to work quietly and provide for themselves.  

 
If you can work and provide for yourself and your family – you should work. 
 
Don’t use the charity of others as a means for you to avoid some hard work. 
 
I say this for your own good. You were created to work. 
 
It is a way to worship, find self-worth, provide for your family. 
 
Most of us don’t have uber-wealthy parents who gave us a chunk of money. That 
means if we don’t work – we will struggle to provide for ourselves and our family – we 
pass on to our kids a poor role model – we will be forever disgruntled – even bitter – 
everyone else has more and they don’t give enough and are so selfish. 
 
Even if you do have means – wealthy parents – earned good money young – you 
should still choose to do some form of work. You were created to worship God through 
your work. 
 
Don’t fall for the lie that idleness is a good thing – that work just comes from the fall. 
 
Idle hands are the work of the devil. It breeds poverty, dissatisfaction and sin. 
 
You will fill your time in ways that are not wise and will not satisfy. 
 
You will be tempted to meet your needs in unwise ways. You will fill your time in unwise 
pursuits. You will fill your heart with unhealthy desires. 
 
Look, if you are not working vocationally – illness or injury or age or some other reason 
– then if you can – and I know not everyone can – I urge you to find an area to serve. 
Make some meals for others; tell Cobus – I can hold a paint brush tell me where to 
paint; write notes of encouragement – do something productive. Find a way in which 
you can fulfil your mandate. 
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Even when you give up vocational work – don’t stop life – find a ministry, a charity, 
something to help in. 
 
Unless you are an invalid – there are usually ways you can do something productive 
with your time. 
 
Don’t make life about treading water until you can retire and and then tread even more 
water until your forever retirement. 
 
There is a second perspective of the fool. 
 
The fool says: 
 
Work is an opportunity for: 
 

My Idolatry  
 
He is a fool who makes work an idol – either for the prestige it gives or the wealth and 
goods it provides. 
 
What do you do? – I am an interventional radiologist, I am CFO on an ASX 200 
company, I am a local councillor – ie I am important – my work validates my worth. 
 
Or – I don’t need to tell you what I do – my house, my car, my hobby farm – they tell 
you all you need to know – if you look you will see I am silently enjoying the fruits of 
my labour. 
 
The world drills this into us. I hear it everywhere. I ask kids what they are going to do: 
 

Something that will earn me a lot of money 
Something that will make me important 

 
If that is what work is – it is idolatry. We need to fight this perspective. 
 
Christians you are not validated by your work or what you have – you are validated by 
being in Christ. 
 
Christians you are not satisfied by your work or what you have – you are satisfied by 
being in Christ. 
 
We have looked at idleness – now consider the warnings about work and especially 
the desire for the money and things work can bring. 
 
Here are just a few: 
 
Proverbs 11:28:  
 

Anyone trusting in his riches will fall, but the righteous will flourish like foliage.  
 
Proverbs 20:21:  
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An inheritance gained prematurely will not be blessed ultimately.  

 
Proverbs 28:22:  
 

A greedy one is in a hurry for wealth; he doesn’t know that poverty will come to 
him.  

 
Basically, Proverbs says that work makes a very poor God. 
 
It will never satisfy those deep longings – because it was not designed to. 
 
An article published in the Business Insider a few years ago detailed some interesting 
facts about work in America – I suspect the findings would be fairly similar here in 
Australia. These included: 
 

• 80% of people are dissatisfied with their jobs. 
• On average, Americans work 8 different jobs before they are 30. 
• More than 13 million working days are lost every year because of stress-related 

illnesses. 
• 64% of Americans cancelled vacations last year. One-third did it for work-

related reasons even though most felt they were more in need of a vacation 
than the year before. 

• In the United States, workers only take 57 percent of their public holidays 
choosing to work those days instead. 

• 25% of people check up on their work hourly while on vacation, via email or 
phone. 

• 59% said they check work during days off. 
 
Basically, people don’t find satisfaction in their jobs – so they keep trying new ones – 
but despite hating their jobs – most work ever harder to achieve and get the rewards 
their job can provide. 
 
I need a job that satisfies, shows I am important and gets me stuff. I keep looking for 
that job. 
 
It doesn’t work. Ecclesiastes 5:10:  
 

The one who loves silver is never satisfied with silver, and whoever loves wealth 
is never satisfied with income. 

 
Work makes a very poor God. 
 
It tempts us to trust ourselves and our resources rather than God and that never ends 
well. 
 
It makes us despise the poor rather than care for them. I pulled myself up by my 
bootstraps – so can they. 
 
It makes us use our talents and resources for me – not for the kingdom. 
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It does not satisfy. It brings discord and destruction into the home. 
 
Matthew 6:24:  
 

No one can serve two masters, since either he will hate one and love the other, 
or he will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God 
and money.  

 
You work to gain the world and you lose everything. 
 
Luke 12:15–21:  
 

He then told them, “Watch out and be on guard against all greed, because one’s 
life is not in the abundance of his possessions.” Then he told them a parable: 
“A rich man’s land was very productive. He thought to himself, ‘What should I 
do, since I don’t have anywhere to store my crops? I will do this,’ he said. ‘I’ll 
tear down my barns and build bigger ones and store all my grain and my goods 
there. Then I’ll say to myself, “You have many goods stored up for many years. 
Take it easy; eat, drink, and enjoy yourself.” ’ “But God said to him, ‘You fool! 
This very night your life is demanded of you. And the things you have 
prepared—whose will they be?’ “That’s how it is with the one who stores up 
treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.”  

 
Our work and the things our work provides – wealth, status, identity, pleasure, purpose 
– if you don’t guard your heart – it will capture your heart and your devotion. 
 
Before you know it – work dominates your life. It becomes the primary object of your 
passions, your energy, and your love. Basically we worship our work. 
 
I understand this idol and I have to fight for work not to be an idol. 
 
Many of you have to join that fight. 
 
Now, that is a foolish view of work. 
 
Fortunately, Proverbs also gives: 
 
The perspective of the wise. 
 
How should we view work? 
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Work is an opportunity for: 
 

My Wages 
My Worship 

 
First – My Wages. 
 
Not wealth – but wages. Not an opportunity for idolatry – but an opportunity to provide 
the stuff of life and few luxuries as well. 
 
After the fall – work does become a way to provide for ourselves and our families in 
this world. 
 
It is a good gift. But it is a gift that has to be kept in perspective or it becomes idolatry. 
 
Proverbs 30:7–9:  
 

Two things I ask of you; don’t deny them to me before I die: Keep falsehood 
and deceitful words far from me. Give me neither poverty nor wealth; feed me 
with the food I need. Otherwise, I might have too much and deny you, saying, 
“Who is the LORD?” or I might have nothing and steal, profaning the name of 
my God.  

 
This is a Proverb of balance. Give me neither poverty nor wealth. 
 
Don’t let me be idle or idolatrous. Let me find the sweet spot of viewing work the way 
I should. 
 
Work gives us the food we need. 
 
If it moves from provision to an idol – we are in danger. 
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After the fall – work became a way to feed our families and survive amid the thorns 
and thistles. 
 
Martin Luther put it this way: 
 

“When we pray the Lord’s Prayer we ask God to ‘give us this day our daily 
bread.’ And he does give us our daily bread. He does it by means of the farmer 
who planted and harvested the grain, the baker who made the flour into bread, 
the person who prepared our meal.” 

 
Work gives us our daily bread. 
 
This is found in Proverb after Proverb. 
 
Here are a few: 
 
Proverbs 10:4–5:  
 

Idle hands make one poor, but diligent hands bring riches. The son who gathers 
during summer is prudent; the son who sleeps during harvest is disgraceful.  

 
Proverbs 13:4:  
 

The slacker craves, yet has nothing, but the diligent is fully satisfied.  
 
Proverbs 28:19:  
 

The one who works his land will have plenty of food, but whoever chases 
fantasies will have his fill of poverty.  

 
Don’t use work to chase fantasies. 
 
You work therefore you eat. 
 
Before the fall – a primary function of work was not survival. 
 
After the fall it is needed to survive – to eat, to have shelter, to provide. 
 
Work is an opportunity for good for us and those we care for. 
 
1 Timothy 5:8:  
 

But if anyone does not provide for his own family, especially for his own 
household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.  

 
But that was never the primary reason for work. 
 
So, Proverbs also gives: 
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Another perspective of the wise. Work is an opportunity for: 
 

My Worship 
 
How you work – not what you work at – how you work – is an act of worship. 
 
Too many of us have this secular sacred divide. 
 
Sunday is for worship – Monday is for work. 
 
The job of a pastor is sacred – the job of a plumber is secular. 
 
It is just that is not found anywhere in Scripture. 
 
Adam worked as an act of worship and so do you. 
 
Ephesians 6:5–8:  
 

Slaves, obey your human masters with fear and trembling, in the sincerity of 
your heart, as you would Christ. Don’t work only while being watched, as 
people-pleasers, but as slaves of Christ, do God’s will from your heart. Serve 
with a good attitude, as to the Lord and not to people, knowing that whatever 
good each one does, slave or free, he will receive this back from the Lord.  

 
You don’t just work for a boss – you work for THE Boss. 
 
When you are the best Administrative Assistant, electrician, accountant, chippie – that 
you can be – then that is an act of worship. 
 
Doing a good job on Monday is just as much an act of worship as giving or singing or 
prayer on Sunday. 
 
Proverbs speaks to this. 
 
Proverbs 12:24:  
 

The diligent hand will rule, but laziness will lead to forced labor.  
 
Your work is recognised by others and glory given to God. 
 
Proverbs 14:31:  
 

The one who oppresses the poor person insults his Maker, but one who is kind 
to the needy honors him.  

 
The way you treat others and how you use the resources work provides – honours 
your Maker. 
 
Giving to help the poor and those who cannot work shows your heart. 
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Proverbs 22:29:  
 

Do you see a person skilled in his work? He will stand in the presence of kings. 
He will not stand in the presence of the unknown.  

 
Quality work is a way to glorify God. People recognise those who work well. 
 
Your character, your integrity, your worldview is seen in your work. 
 
We live in a sea of people who dislike their work – yet it is an idol. 
 
If you work as worship – believe me you will stand out. 
 
You work hard whether the boss is there or not. 
 
You strive for excellence not for great wealth – but because doing a good job honours 
your Creator. 
 
You don’t use dodgy weights – you are honest – because this honours God. 
 
Work in this way and others will see something different and ask why you work like 
this – and you can share why. Tell them – I am a Christian: 
 

I don’t live for this world – I live for eternity. 
 
I don’t live for myself – I was bought at a price. 
 
Jesus redeemed me – paid the penalty for my sin. 
 
He gave me something that no amount of work can earn. 
 
I now seek first His kingdom not my kingdom. 

 
How you work is crucial to your workplace evangelism. 
 
Carry out your mandate – your stewardship over the area entrusted to you. You see 
that: 
 
Work is primarily a gift of stewardship through which we glorify God. 
 
As well, remember – one day you will give an account for that stewardship – how you 
worked, how you glorified Him. 
 
And then when you die – your work does not end – it just becomes perfect. 
 
Entering God’s rest does not mean no work. Heaven is not an eternal holiday of doing 
nothing. 
 
Listen to the incredible words of promise from Isaiah 65:17–23:  
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For I will create a new heaven and a new earth; … Then be glad and rejoice 
forever in what I am creating; for I will create Jerusalem to be a joy and its 
people to be a delight. … People will build houses and live in them; they will 
plant vineyards and eat their fruit. They will not build and others live in them; 
they will not plant and others eat. … My chosen ones will fully enjoy the work 
of their hands. They will not labor without success.  

 
Heaven is not an eternal vacation by the pool. 
 
We will work in heaven. I trust that is not a surprise to you. 
 
We will build in heaven. We will plant in heaven. We will continue the stewardship of 
exercising dominion over the new creation. 
 
But, instead of tears – it will bring joy. I know it is hard to imagine – I struggle – I 
struggle with dominion now. Mowing my lawn and doing repairs – but when my work 
is redeemed – you and I will love every moment and aspect of this eternal work. 
 
Work is worship – now and then. 
 
I believe we will reflect the glory of God through redeemed culture and society – 
managing the new earth through art and music and architecture – all to the glory of 
God. 
 
Look – don’t get me wrong – I don’t think every aspect of heaven will correspond to 
this world – so I don’ t know for sure how close heavenly work is to earthly work. 
 
All I can say is – we were created to work – in Eden – now – and in eternity. 
 
So – tomorrow when you get in the car for work – don’t think poorly of Adam – don’t 
view your day ahead as a curse – a corrupt intruder – an enemy. 
 
See it as an opportunity for worship. 
 
Don’t worship your work and make it a God. 
 
View it for what it is. A good gift to provide for your family and a way to worship the 
one true God. 
 
When you work for Christ – not money. 
 
When you serve the Lord – not your idols. 
 
When you realise work is worship – not something to fight. 
 
It transforms your Monday to Friday – it brings worship to the workplace and it 
prepares you for eternity. 
 
You are not biding time till retirement of heaven – you are worshipping God now. 
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Work is a good gift – a blessing – a way to show our love for God by working in His 
world – honouring Him by How we work – declaring our faith in our attitude to work – 
and in all things work – glorifying Him. 
 


