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Izzy Right? 
 (July 7, 2019) 

 

 
 
Two men went up to the church to pray, one a devout Christian and the other a 
homosexual. The devout man was standing and praying like this about himself: ‘God, 
I thank you that I’m not like other people—drunks, adulterers, liars, fornicators, thieves, 
atheists, idolaters or even like this homosexual.’ 
 
“But the gay man, standing far off, would not even raise his eyes to heaven but kept 
striking his chest and saying, ‘But, I’m struggling with my sexuality!’ 
 
When the devout Christian heard the man he demanded he leave and stop defiling his 
church. 
 
After the gay man left the Christian felt pretty pleased with himself. 
 
That is self-righteous judgmentalism. None of us would say that is the gospel – the 
good news. 
 
While that is so far from what Israel Folau intended to convey with his Tweet – that is 
precisely what so many Australians heard on April 10 this year Israel put his post 
online. 
 
To many Australians it summed up what they dislike about Christianity. Israel got 
nothing more than what he deserved. 
 
Yet to many Christians the whole saga seemed a massive over-reaction – a sign of 
the growing intolerance of Christians – and it seemed a forewarning of what we might 
face in the years ahead. 
 

IZZY 
RIGHT?
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To most Christians all Israel was doing was issuing a warning and pointing people to 
the one way of salvation. 
 
There was not much common ground. 
 
So what are we to think of everything we have seen over the past few months? 
 
I’m sure you have seen it – but just in case – here is Israel’s post. 
 

Warning: Drunks, homosexuals, adulterers, liars, fornicators, thieves, atheists, 
idolaters – Hell Awaits You – Repent! Only Jesus saves. 

 
Now truth is that I don’t have a Twitter account – shocker I know. 
 
But if I did and if I followed Israel – and this had come up on my feed – I would probably 
have thought – that’s brave – I know what he is saying – I wish he said it a bit better – 
but I suspect that because it is Israel it will probably get a reaction. 
 
And get a reaction it did. 
 
But to be honest, what is remarkable about this Tweet is that in many ways it is 
thoroughly unremarkable. 
 
I suspect there are around 1000 other Twitter accounts where very similar Tweets had 
been posted in Australia and countless more worldwide. 
 
People have stood on street corners wearing sandwich boards and handing out tracts 
that said pretty much the same thing Israel did for a hundred years. 
 
In fact many Tweets and tracts were blunter, more provocative and totally in your face. 
 
Yet in the sovereignty of God – this was the match that lit the tinder. 
 
Humanly speaking it is probably because this Tweet has everything the gossip fanners 
of the world love: 
 

Sex, politics, sport and religion. 
 
Sex – it dared mention the sacred cow of this age – homosexuality – but also adultery 
and fornication. 
 
Politics – it hit the air right in the middle of a hard-fought election campaign. Bill 
Shorten told reporters – ask Prime Minister Scott Morrison – a professing Christian – 
does he agree with Israel that homosexuals go to hell? 
 
Sport – we have a dual international, three professional sport athlete who posted this. 
Let’s be frank – if Andrew Novic posted it – no one would have cared. 
 
Religion – Israel is a lay Pastor in a non-orthodox church and he dared to say – 
homosexuals – hell awaits you – repent. 
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There are not really many times in history when this post would have gone down well 
– but in 2019 Australia – post the gay marriage vote – something was going to be the 
match that lit a forest fire – and this was it. 
 
It seems this post highlighted a clash of worldviews. 
 
Non-Christians I meet generally feel Israel is bigoted and homophobic and despite 
repeated warnings about how hurtful his comments are he deliberately chose to post 
them anyway. He deserves what he got and more. 
 
Christians generally feel he had the right to post this – even if most wish he had 
phrased it differently. They feel he has been harshly treated. They fear he is a test 
case for religious freedoms and they worry that they might be next. 
 
I have been repeatedly asked to comment on this whole saga. In some ways I didn’t 
want to – but considering the scale of it – I think it deserves us thinking through some 
of the implications of what is happening. 
 
There are so many layers and facets to this saga. 
 
I simply can’t cover all of them this morning. 
 
Instead I just want to cover one facet of this. 
 
These events remind us that: 
 
Sharing the gospel is a spiritual battle. 
 
Sharing the gospel is a spiritual battle. 
 
If you take to Twitter and state that Coke tastes better than Pepsi – or correctly – that 
Star Trek is more scientifically accurate than Star Wars – you will get a debate – and 
while some Trekkies may get their nose out of joint – no one really cares deeply. 
 
But you post that every last one of us is a sinner and the wages of sin is eternal death 
– but praise God the gift of eternal life in Christ is offered to all who repent and believe 
– now you have entered into a spiritual battle and the stakes are high and the opponent 
is brutal. 
 
Listen to the Apostle Paul. Ephesians 6:11–13:  
 

Put on the full armor of God so that you can stand against the schemes of the 
devil. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, 
against the authorities, against the cosmic powers of this darkness, against evil, 
spiritual forces in the heavens. For this reason take up the full armor of God, so 
that you may be able to resist in the evil day. 

 
I don’t know why in the sovereignty of God – it was this Tweet that lit a fire. 
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If I were picking an incident to focus the battle on I would have picked a Tweet that 
was better phrased. 
 
I would have picked one written by someone with better theology. 
 
But God’s ways are mysterious and this is where the battle has been focused. 
 
And make no mistake – this issue highlights this is a spiritual battle. 
 
People post their worldviews every day. 
 

Greed is good. 
 
Gay is the way. 
 
Make love not war. 

 
People might roll their eyes – agree or disagree – but they leave it there. 
 
But you tell them – turn or burn – and it becomes a spiritual battle. 
 
The gospel provokes. 
 
Except at weddings, it has been years since I have seen Mat Anderson wear anything 
other than one of his T-shirts with a provocative gospel thought. Who needs Twitter 
when you wear something like this? 
 
And if you doubt the world hates the gospel – Mat will let you wear one for a day. 
 
The gospel is never neutral. 
 
This Tweet has people talking. Even if they are mocking and deriding – people are 
talking about heaven and hell and who goes there and why. 
 
What is the key to this spiritual war? 
 
Paul says we put on the pieces of spiritual armour. These include the truth of the 
gospel, the gospel of peace, faith, salvation and the word of God. 
 
The key is the gospel. 
 
There are so many lessons we can learn from this. But I want us to focus on three 
lessons from the Izzy saga. 
 
The gospel matters so: 
 

Don’t be surprised that the gospel offends 
 
Do make sure you get the gospel right 
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Remember our hope is in God and He wins 
 
I want to look at this by thinking through what the Bible says about the gospel and the 
its effect in the world. 
 
Perhaps the most detailed explanation of the gospel is found in the book of Romans. 
 
In the first half of the book Paul gives a theology of the gospel. 
 
He starts by saying that: 
 
The gospel matters 
 
Have a look with me at Romans 1:16–17:  
 

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for salvation 
to everyone who believes, first to the Jew, and also to the Greek. For in it the 
righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith, just as it is written: The 
righteous will live by faith.  

 
As Paul was writing these words – a guy called Nero sat on the throne of the Empire. 
 
This is the guy who dipped Christians in tar and set them alight to amuse himself. 
 
Paul knew what he was facing and he said – I am not backing down – I am not 
ashamed – I will proclaim the gospel. 
 
Why? – because regardless of the consequences – the gospel is the power of God for 
salvation. Nothing else can save. 
 
Paul was incredibly bold because for him – to live is Christ and to die is gain. 
 
If preaching the gospel costs him his head – that is OK he gains heaven. 
 
Sometimes I read these verses – I am not ashamed of the gospel and I think – I wish 
that were me. 
 
At times I find it hard to share the gospel openly with colleagues, friends and family. 
 
I know many of us find it hard. It costs us reputation, friends and maybe our jobs. 
 
I think for many of us it might actually be harder to share Christ boldly at work than to 
die for our faith. 
 
A quick journey to heaven verses the sniggers of colleagues. 
 
And I think this whole Folau saga has made sharing even harder for many of us. 
 
When Israel’s finger hit the enter key to post his Tweet – I suspect he thought it would 
ruffle a few feathers – I doubt he knew he was about to reap the whirlwind. 
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Here is a guy who did not kill a nun or import 20 kilos of cocaine. 
 
He did not rob a bank or molest a child. 
 
He believed he was sharing gospel truth in the relative safety of the digital highway. 
 
He must have known there would be ramifications and whatever you or I might think 
of his theology or accuracy – it was a brave thing to do. 
 
He lost his job, his sponsors and his reputation. 
 
His wife has been hounded. He is followed by a media scrum. He has become a man 
vilified and despised. 
 
I have wondered – would he do it again? I think so – but he might have thought a lot 
more before he posted it. 
 
I think it has given many of us pause. 
 
Israel has shown us that if you poke your head up – there is a whole army waiting to 
chop it off. 
 
In most churches there are a couple of brave, energized, out there saints who seize 
moments like this to share. 
 
They know people are talking about Israel Folau so they find a way to use this firestorm 
to bring up the gospel. 
 
In every church there are a few Mat Anderson’s and … then there is the rest of us. 
 
You are having a cuppa – and someone brings it up –  hey Izzy thinks I’m going to hell 
– at least I’ll have plenty of company. 
 
You want to say something – but you weigh it up. 
 
We have all seen what happened to Israel. 
 
If I say something – even something mild – like – you know I don’t think he actually 
hates homosexuals – I will be lumped in the Izzy camp – I will be branded homophobic, 
hateful and bigoted. My work colleagues will treat me differently – I will probably be 
first in line to lose my job – I will lose respect. 
 
I know I should not be ashamed of the gospel – but it is really hard. 
 
Yes it is. 
 
And over the years I have been afraid, or ashamed – but the thing that has helped me 
is to remember – the gospel matters – the gospel really matters – it is the only way 
anyone is ever saved eternally. 
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Realising that my eternal destiny and the people around me – their eternal destiny 
rests on the gospel – does not mean it is easy to share – but it encourages me to keep 
persevering to look for opportunities to move the topic to the gospel – even though it 
is hard – and I am fearful. 
 
Seeing what happened to Israel – realizing the mood of society at this time – it can 
make it harder to share – but because the gospel matters – it helps us to keep 
persevering. 
 
Paul moves on: 
 
The gospel matters so: 
 

Don’t be surprised that the gospel offends. 
 
Romans 1:18:  
 

For God’s wrath is revealed from heaven against all godlessness and 
unrighteousness of people who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth,  

 
The fact that there is a holy God who hates sin is revealed – and what do people do – 
bow the knee and beg for mercy? No – they suppress this truth. 
 
They should know better. 
 
Verse 20: 
 

His invisible attributes, that is, his eternal power and divine nature, have been 
clearly seen since the creation of the world, being understood through what he 
has made. As a result, people are without excuse.  

 
The heavens declare the glory of God. 
 
The creation implies a Creator. 
 
But men do not worship the Creator – they worship the creation. 
 
Verses 22–23:  
 

Claiming to be wise, they became fools and exchanged the glory of the immortal 
God for images resembling mortal man, birds, four-footed animals, and reptiles.  

 
Verse 28: 
 

And because they did not think it worthwhile to acknowledge God, God 
delivered them over to a corrupt mind so that they do what is not right.  

 
Men suppress the truth and turn to every manner of sin. 
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God delivers them to the corruption of their minds. 
 
The result is that God, Christ, the gospel – the one way of salvation is rejected, derided 
and put down. 
 
Verse 32: 
 

Although they know God’s just sentence—that those who practice such things 
deserve to die—they not only do them, but even applaud others who practice 
them.  

 
Instead of being ashamed of sin – instead of fearing the consequences of sinning 
against a holy God – they applaud sin – their sin and others. 
 
Let me say that again – men created by a holy God – applaud sin. 
 
What we are seeing today is nothing new. 
 
It has always been this way. 
 
Now I don’t have time to unpack all of this – so I only want to bring out one facet. 
 
If you tell an unsaved person that they are sinners – under the wrath of a holy God – 
they will not say – thank you so much for warning me. They will suppress the truth and 
glorify sin. 
 
This should not surprise us. In John 15:18–25 Jesus says this:  
 

If the world hates you, understand that it hated me before it hated you. If you 
were of the world, the world would love you as its own. However, because you 
are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of it, the world hates you. … 
This happened so that the statement written in their law might be fulfilled: They 
hated me for no reason.  

 
The reaction to Israel Folau’s Tweet has not surprised me at all. 
 
The world hates our Jesus and our gospel. 
 
They suppress truth and applaud evil. 
 
They will ridicule the gospel and the one way of salvation. 
 
They might fight for whales and gay rights and the right to abort babies. 
 
But don’t expect them to thank us for the gospel. 
 
If you want to see this in action – two weeks ago – June 23 – the head of the Australian 
Christian Lobby Martyn Iles appeared on The Sunday Project to discuss the Israel 
Folau situation. 
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The whole segment is really worth your time viewing. 
 
The interview ended with one last question – everyone knew this was coming: 
 

“Martyn, just quickly before we let you go — speaking of feeling marginalised, 
do you believe that homosexuals go to hell?” 

 
Wow – what a shock, unexpected question. He gave a pretty good answer: 

 
“The mainstream Christian belief on this is that all of us are born going to hell. 
We’re all sinners and I don’t think it’s helpful to say that Israel Folau’s post 
targeted homosexuals — it didn’t. 
 
“I was on the list. I think each of us were on the list. We’re all sinners. We will 
be judged by God and we will be found wanting. 

 
But, Lisa Wilkinson really only wanted Iles to respond with a yes or a no. He gave a 
gospel nuanced answer. 
 
So, they had another shot. 
 
Hamish MacDonald the co-host pushed hard, “I’m not really clear what you do think. 
Do you think homosexuals go to hell or not?” 
 
Just yes or no please. 
 
Iles didn’t take the bait. 
 

“No I don’t think it’s that simple. I think that all of us will be judged by God and 
the reason we go to hell is because we decline the sacrifice of Jesus Christ on 
the cross.” 

 
It is not our sexuality that determines our fate – it is whether we accept the sacrifice of 
Christ or not. 
 
This is the gospel so at that point MacDonald spoke over him and shut him down. 
 
Listen to the whole interview. I think he gave a fairly balanced well rounded answer. 
 
But how was this reported in the media? In an unbiased way? 
 
Did the headlines the say: 
 
Christian leader says that homosexuals can go to heaven? 
 
Christians are actually not intolerant bigots? 
 
No. Here is how this was reported. 
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Lisa Wilkinson stuns viewers with shock question on The Project. 
 
(The only shock would have been if that question were not asked.) 
 
She didn’t hold back. (I must have missed that part) 
 
Lisa Wilkinson gave the head of the Australian Christian Lobby a tough grilling 
during Sunday night’s The Project. 
 
Martyn Iles refused to give a straight answer when Lisa asked him if he agreed 
with disgraced former Wallabies star Israel Folau that gay people are going to 
hell. 
 
(He did not give the yes or no answer they wanted – but he gave a pretty good 
well balanced answer. And for posting a Tweet, Israel is now a disgraced star 
– really?). 
 
Watch Lisa Wilkinson launch a blistering attack on Christian Lobby Leader. 

 
You would think Martin Iles just dribbled incoherently saying – please don’t ask that 
question. 
 
OR CONSIDER THIS REPORT 
 

‘Do you believe homosexuals go to hell?’: Australian Christian Lobby boss 
grilled on The Sunday Project. 
 
The Project’s Lisa Wilkinson appeared to stump a Christian leader with a simple 
question in an interview about the Israel Folau saga. 
 
(Look at the interview – he knew the question was coming and was far from 
stumped.). 
 
The head of the Australian Christian Lobby has faced an awkward grilling on 
The Sunday Project, declining to give a straight answer about whether he 
agrees with sacked Wallabies star Israel Folau that gay people are going to 
hell. 
 
(What he declined to do and what infuriated the hosts was they wanted a yes 
or no answer – he gave the gospel). 

 
Disgraced former Wallaby. 
 
Sacked Wallabies star. 
 
Surely he murdered someone. Surely he was caught importing 20 kilograms of crack 
cocaine and revealed as a serial paedophile? 
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While Israel will never play Rugby Union or Rugby League again – right now Steve 
Smith and Dave Warner are playing for Australia – after they were part of a group 
caught out cheating to win a cricket match. 
 
Running around in the NRL right now are men who have been jailed for assault. 
 
Men who have assaulted partners, done drugs and committed serious crimes. There 
have been a series of sex tapes leaked to the media. 
 
There is hardly a week where someone does not get drunk and do something foolish, 
dangerous or illegal. 
 
Yet Israel didn’t cheat to win a game, he doesn’t do drugs, doesn’t get drunk, has no 
sex tapes, no assault charges and is happily married. 
 
He posted a Tweet to his private Twitter account. 
 
For that he gets a life ban and incredible harassment. 
 
They know he did not break any law – so most of the attack seems to be – he is 
homophobic and he is greedy. 
 
Here is one mural that went up last week. 
 

 
 
The gospel offends. It brings a fiery ordeal. 
 
Peter says this in 1 Peter 4:12–13:  
 

Dear friends, don’t be surprised when the fiery ordeal comes among you to test 
you as if something unusual were happening to you. Instead, rejoice as you 
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share in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may also rejoice with great joy 
when his glory is revealed. 

 
We should not be surprised at what has happened to Israel – or to us. 
 
A second lesson from Izzy: 
 
The gospel matters so: 
 

Do make sure you get the gospel right. 
 
When we share the gospel we have someone who is hardened against the truth and 
blinded to the good news. 
 
It is so hard to get the correct understanding across. 
 
In Romans 2 to 7 – Paul takes six chapters – to unpack the gospel and correct some 
misunderstandings. 
 
This is not Tweet – this is six chapters of unpacking truth. 
 
But sometimes in our social media age we think a Tweet – a tract – a comment will 
get across what we intend it to. 
 
Paul knows how easy it is to be misinterpreted in a short statement. 
 
What if I said this – the Israel Folau saga shows us that: 
 

 
 
Australia has to stop controlling Christians. 
 
Most of us here this morning would say amen to that. 

Australia has to stop 
controlling Christians!
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The world has to stop trying to control us. They want to tell us what to believe and how 
to live our lives. 
 
They want to shove their ideology down our throats. 
 
Just leave our religion, our rights, our practices alone. 
 
Don’t discriminate against us, don’t demean us. 
 
But, if I walked across the road to the pub and said – the Israel Folau saga shows us 
that: 
 
Australia has to stop controlling Christians. 
 
Most of them would also say amen to that. 
 
The world has to stop those controlling Christians. They want to tell us what to believe 
and how to live our lives. 
 
They want to shove their ideology down our throats. 
 
Just leave our sexuality, our rights, our practices alone. 
 
Don’t discriminate against us, don’t demean us. 
 
Unfortunately all too often – interpretation is in the eye of the beholder. 
 
We hear what we want to hear. 
 
You read something – and your bias leads you to understand it in different ways. 
 
Once again, consider Izzy’s Tweet. 
 
Was it meant to be a complete summary of the gospel – the holiness of God, the 
depravity of man, the incarnation of Jesus, the substitutionary atonement and the new 
creation? 
 
No. 
 
It was a football player expressing something that was on his heart. 
 
But it has been analyzed like it was Calvin’s Institutes for the 21st century. 
 
However, that said – it showed me that we need to be careful in how we share the 
gospel because it can be so easily misunderstood. 
 
Be very careful about short statements that can be understood in different ways. 
 
Remember men suppress the truth and they do not have the Spirit revealing truth. 
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What does the world hear us saying when we say something like this? 
 
Some read this Tweet and heard this: 
 

Warning – sinners – hell awaits you – if you reject Jesus 
 
Here is the problem with this. 
 
The idea is that it seems that we are saying what sends us to hell is rejecting Jesus. 
 
This sounds like we are born neutral – but if we hear the gospel and say – no  then 
we go to hell. 
 
No! What sends any of us to hell is that we are a sinner. 
 
Whether you ever hear the name of Jesus or not – our sin means we are going to hell. 
 
Romans 2:12–15:  
 

All who sin without the law will also perish without the law, and all who sin under 
the law will be judged by the law. For the hearers of the law are not righteous 
before God, but the doers of the law will be justified. So, when Gentiles, who 
do not by nature have the law, do what the law demands, they are a law to 
themselves even though they do not have the law. They show that the work of 
the law is written on their hearts. Their consciences confirm this. 

 
Everyone is a sinner. If you are a Gentile who never hears the gospel – your 
conscience tells you that you have sinned. 
 
If you are a Jew who has the Law – you have your conscience and the Law telling you 
that you are a sinner. 
 
The gospel is not something that sends us to hell – it is a gracious offer to save us 
from hell. 
 
It is good news not bad news. 
 
There is another way many read the gospel underlying this Tweet. 
 

Warning – if you don’t choose to stop these activities – hell awaits you 
 
If you choose to keep getting drunk, engaging in homosexuality and adultery and these 
other practices – you will go to hell and deservedly so. 
 
Here is the problem with this. 
 
It sounds like we have a choice to stop sinning – and that we Christians have stopped 
sinning and that is why we are going to heaven. 
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We are better than those who do these particular sins. 
 
Many if not most people out there in the world hear this and think we are hypocrites. 
 
They look at this Tweet and say – I know Christians who have committed every one 
of these sins. Christians think they are better than me – they aren’t. 
 
In fact Christians have harboured paedophiles and worse. 
 
And they also think this. Many of these sins are not something you can choose to stop. 
 
Homosexuality is not a choice – it is a matter of genetics – you are born that way. 
 
And indeed they would say that most of these other sins are some form of addiction. 
 
So if God is going to send someone to hell for the way they are born – and let in a 
bunch of hypocrites – no thank you. 
 
That is not the gospel. 
 
In Romans Paul is adamant. You don’t go to hell because you refuse to stop some 
sin. You go to hell because you are sinner and not one person gets to heaven because 
they stopped committing some sin or other. 
 
We can’t stop sinning. 
 
Romans 3:10–11:  
 

There is no one righteous, not even one. There is no one who understands; 
there is no one who seeks God.  

 
Romans 3:23:  
 

For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.  
 
Gaining heaven by cleaning up our act is not the gospel because no one can clean up 
their act. 
 
We go to heaven because Jesus is sinless and gives us His righteousness. 
 
And there will be homosexuals and every manner of sinners in heaven. That is the 
gospel. 
 
And such were some of you. 
 
This is not something you can unpack in a Tweet. 
 
Paul spends six chapters unpacking his gospel. 
 
We are all sinners – every last one of us. 
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We have rebelled against a holy God and we can’t do anything about it. 
 
Even if we could stop lying, cheating and stealing – that would not make up for all the 
lying, cheating and stealing we have already done. 
 
We deserve hell. 
 
But, there is hope – Jesus died to bear our punishment, make us holy and fit for 
heaven. 
 
But Paul would make sure to unpack it and ensure that what comes across is the 
gospel. 
 
We have to be very careful that we know the gospel, that we articulate the gospel and 
we don’t give a hint that we are any different from the world. They need to know we 
are sinners in need of Christ just like them. 
 
It is so easy to miscommunicate the gospel. Something this whole saga has taught 
me. 
 
When I read this Tweet, it not so much that anything is biblically wrong – it is more that 
it is used in a way Paul did not intend. 
 
This is not how Jesus or Paul ever addressed the Gentiles and tax-gatherers and 
prostitutes. 
 
This is how he addressed the religious insiders, the Pharisees, the self-righteous. 
 
Personally I think we need to be careful that when we speak of hell we do it with tears 
and compassion – it is a dreadful reality. 
 
But, when you put this passage into its context – Paul is not telling the church in Corinth 
– get out into the main square and yell – Warning – you drunks, homosexuals, 
adulterers, liars, fornicators, thieves – you are going to hell. 
 
In its context this is actually not a message for those outside the church – this very 
clearly a message for those inside the church. 
 
This is not a warning to the world – but to the church. 
 
I don’t think Israel ever thought his short Tweet would be brutally dissected by 
theologians. 
 
It was just meant to be a provocative jolt. 
 
But if we learn anything it is this. If we are going to put something forward as the gospel 
– it has to reflect the true biblical gospel. 
 
Don’t assume that others get what we mean. 
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Be careful what you post and say. 
 
Finally, one lesson I have learned is this: 
 
The gospel matters so: 
 

Remember our hope is in God and He wins. 
 
One thing I have heard many people talk about through this whole debate is freedom 
of religion and our religious rights. 
 
Christians need their rights protected. 
 
Listen – our only right is the right to lay down our rights for the sake of the gospel. 
 
Where does the Bible outline your rights? It doesn’t. 
 
Do not put your hope in the government to protect you and your rights. 
 
They might – but if history tells us anything – that can and does change. 
 
For most of world history – and in much, if not the majority of the world today – there 
are severe limits to freedom of religion. 
 
In the aftermath of World War II and the formation of the United Nations – a Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights was drawn up in 1948. 
 
The world had seen what had happened to the Jews under Nazi Germany and so the 
UN set out to innumerate certain rights that are inalienable and an intrinsic part of 
being human beings. 
 
For the countries who signed up – that was supposed to ensure freedom of religion. 
 
The problem is that not only did some countries not adopt it or put it into practice – 
those that did soon realised they didn’t actually like religions being able to freely 
express their opinions. 
 
So in 1966 this declaration of human rights was rewritten and titled the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. 
 
Now freedom of religion was no longer said to not be an absolute – but was limited by 
law. 
 
If the law of a country decides you are impinging on rights of others – you can’t express 
your religion in the way you want. 
 
If the law thinks expressing your religion affects the rights or reputations of others – it 
becomes illegal. 
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And in some countries the law said – you have very few rights to express your religion. 
 
What you can say in Libya or China is very different to what you can say in America 
or New Zealand. 
 
Of note for us – Australia is the only Western democracy without a bill of rights spelling 
out our religious freedoms. Our limits of religious freedom are yet to be determined. 
 
At present Our Parliament is debating whether to draw up a religious discrimination 
bill – but whether we get one and what it will say is still a matter of debate. 
 
The Folau case is crucial in defining what religious freedoms we have in Australia. 
 
Maybe in the sovereignty of God we will continue to have legal freedom to share – 
maybe we won’t. 
 
We do live in a democracy – so we can and should lobby for religious freedom. But 
that is not our hope. 
 
Our hope is not that parliament will protect us from the world – our hope is in the Lord. 
 
In fact in general the gospel has spread more rapidly in countries with limited freedom 
of religion. 
 
Paul lived in a time and place where religious freedom was limited. 
 
He eventually lost his life for preaching the gospel. 
 
Paul knows where our true hope is. 
 
In Romans chapter 5 verses 1-5 he gives us a preview: 
 

Therefore, since we have been declared righteous by faith, we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ. … This hope will not disappoint us. 

 
Then after articulating very carefully the gospel from chapter 2 through 7 – we get to 
chapter 8. 
 
Amazing chapter. And in chapter 8 verses 18-25 he says this: 
 

For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing 
with the glory that is going to be revealed to us. For the creation eagerly waits 
with anticipation for God’s sons to be revealed. … in the hope that the creation 
itself will also be set free from the bondage to decay into the glorious freedom 
of God’s children. … Not only that, but we ourselves who have the Spirit as the 
firstfruits—we also groan within ourselves, eagerly waiting for adoption, the 
redemption of our bodies. Now in this hope we were saved, but hope that is 
seen is not hope, because who hopes for what he sees? Now if we hope for 
what we do not see, we eagerly wait for it with patience.  

 



 19 

This world can be tough. Even the whole universe groans waiting to be redeemed. 
 
But that hope is coming. 
 
Paul then goes on in some of the best loved parts of Scripture. 
 
We know that all things work together for the good of those who love God, who are 
called according to his purpose. … Those he predestined, he also called; and those 
he called, he also justified; and those he justified, he also glorified.  
 
If God is for us – who is against us. 
 
Will He not grant us everything? 
 
Who can separate us from the love of Christ? Can affliction or distress of persecution? 
 
I know some Christians have been angry at the events of the last month of so. Some 
have been concerned. Some have been confused. 
 
Nothing that has happened should surprise us – this is a spiritual battle. 
 
Brothers and sisters we need not fear those who can kill our body – we need only fear 
Him who can cast body and soul into hell. 
 
God is in control of all things – and God wins. 
 
I know it is hard when the world seems to be turning against us – I find it hard – but 
this may open opportunities to share. 
 
We need to make sure we do so in love and we convey the gospel clearly. 
 
The gospel is not a message of hate but love. 
 
The gospel is not a message that we are better than anyone – it is a message that 
Christ is better. 
 
We need to be clear that we don’t believe that someone goes to hell because they 
choose a sexual orientation. 
 
Unrepentant homosexuals and unrepentant heterosexuals and unrepentant sexuals 
of any kind – go to hell because they are sinners. 
 
But if they repent – homosexual, heterosexual, anyone – if they trust the sacrifice of 
Christ they are welcomed into heaven. 
 
No one gets into heaven or is banished to hell based on their sexuality. It is not their 
sexuality that determines anyone’s eternity. 
 
Are there homosexuals in heaven? – absolutely! And drunks, adulterers, fornicators, 
thieves and murderers. 
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Even you and I will be there. 
 
And such were some of you. 
 
If you want to know how anyone who has done the wrong thing over and over can get 
to heaven – please talk with me. 
 
This is great news – news we need to cherish and share. 
 
And if God has some tougher times ahead for us – the great news is – the Lamb wins 
– God will triumph and the creation groans – but hope is coming. 
 
And in this we rejoice! 
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Izzy Right? 
 (July 7, 2019) 

 
Main Point: Sharing the gospel is a spiritual battle. 
 
 
General Questions: 
 
1. Why do you think the Israel Folau Tweet has caused such an uproar? 
 
2. Here is the Tweet: 
 

Warning: Drunks, homosexuals, adulterers, liars, fornicators, thieves, atheists, 
idolaters – Hell Awaits You – Repent! Only Jesus saves. 

 
How do you think Christians heard it? 
 
How do you think non-Christians heard it? 
 
3. Why is the gospel such a spiritual battle? 

 
4. Were you surprised by the reaction to his Tweet or not? 

 
5. Why is the truth about God and the gospel suppressed by non-Christians? 

 
6. Do you think the coverage by the media has been biased or even-handed? Why? 

 
7. Do you think Social Media is a good place to get the gospel out or not? Why? 

 
8. How should we answer the question – Do you think homosexuals go to hell or not? 

 
9. If you had to re-write Izzy’s post to more accurately convey the gospel – how would 

you do it? 
 

10. How should be bring up the subject of hell when we share the gospel? 
 

11. What rights do you think Christians have? 
 

12. How important are religious freedoms and religious discrimination laws? 
 

13. Where should our hope lie? 
 

14. What do you think God is doing through the unfolding of these events? 
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Application Questions: 
 
1. Do you think the Folau saga has made it easier or harder for you to share the 

gospel? Why? 
 

2. Have you found any opportunities to move from Israel Folau to the gospel? Any 
thoughts on how this might happen? 

 
3. Do you fear society’s attitude toward Christians or not? 
 
4. Have you been misunderstood on social media? How can we be more careful 

about the gospel on social media? How can we move from a social media 
discussion to sharing the gospel? 

 
5. What are the best mediums and ways for sharing the gospel? 

 
6. What lessons have you learned from the Israel Folau saga? 

 
7. How would you answer those who say Christians are bigots and hypocrites? 
 
 


