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No Resurrection – No Gospel 
(1 Corinthians  15:1-11 April 4, 2021) 

 

 
 
Let me ask you a question. 
 
What is the gospel? 
 

 
 
It is not a trick question. But the truth is articulating the gospel is something so simple 
a child can do it – but – it has caused immense debate among the greatest minds of 
the church. 
 

No Resurrection 
No Gospel

— 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 —

What is the gospel?



 2 

This is a question I get asked all the time – and the answer is both simple and complex. 
 
Imagine you go out street witnessing with two evangelists. 
 
The first one walks up to someone and says – I want to tell you the good news – it is 
this: 
 

 
 
If you trust in Jesus and His death – you will be saved? 
 
You probably think – OK – a bit short and sweet – but that is pretty much the essentials 
of the gospel. 
 
A few minutes later the second evangelist walks up to someone and says – I want to 
tell you the good news – here it is: 
 

What is the gospel? 

If you trust in Jesus and His death – you will be saved?
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If you trust in Jesus and His resurrection – you will be saved? 
 
Most of us would likely think something like – hang on a minute – what about the 
cross? – what about Jesus dying for our sins? – that is a little too short. 
 
However, in many ways – the second one here is actually closer to Paul’s own gospel 
shorthand. 
 
No surprise – Paul knew the whole gospel. He knew all the various facets of the gospel 
– and at times he shared most of them. 
 
For example – if you read his gospel message to the Jews in Pisidian Antioch in Acts 
13 – Paul recounted the mighty works of God in the Exodus, the conquering of the 
Promised Land, the giving of Judges, prophets and Kings. He then focussed on the 
promise of a Messiah from David’s line. 
 
Then he says this this promise was fulfilled in Jesus the Saviour – the One attested to 
by John – but rejected by the rulers of Israel. 
 
This One was innocent but died on the cross and was buried in a tomb. God raised 
Him after three days – the resurrection affirmed that this One is the promised Son. 
 
Finally, Paul called on them to believe this – and if they did their sins would be forgiven 
– they would be justified by faith – something the Law cannot do. 
 
It is a very full complete gospel presentation. Most gospel critics and most seminary 
professors would give Paul full marks for that gospel presentation. 
 
However, at other times Paul gave a shorthand version of the gospel. 
 
This morning we are going to look at probably the most famous one. 

What is the gospel? 

If you trust in Jesus and His death – you will be saved? 

If you trust in Jesus and His resurrection – you will be saved?
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1 Corinthians 15:3–4:  
 

For I passed on to you as most important what I also received: that Christ died 
for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised 
on the third day according to the Scriptures. 

 
However, in other places Paul shortened his gospel even further. 
 
What is fascinating to note is that when he did – what he included – and what he did 
not. 
 

 

Paul’s Gospel 

1 Corinthians 15:3–4:  
For I passed on to you as most important what I also received: that 
Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was 
buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the 
Scriptures.

Paul’s Gospel 

1 Corinthians 15:3–4:  
For I passed on to you as most important what I also received: that 
Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was 
buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the 
Scriptures. 

Acts 17:18:  
Paul was telling the good news [gospel] about Jesus and the 
resurrection.
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In Acts 17 when Paul addressed the Athenians – his evangelistic message was 
summarised in verse 18 – he preached the good news about Jesus and the 
resurrection. 
 
That is fascinating. Probably not how what most of us would do. 
 
If you read it, there isn’t a mention in his presentation to the Athenians of the cross. 
 

 
 
As well, in places like Romans 10:9 he says:  
 

If you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that 
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  

 
Really Paul? Just the lordship of Christ and the resurrection – no mention of trusting 
in his death on the cross? 
 
So, should we give Paul a fail on evangelism 101? 
 
Do we ask him to write out 500 times – I need to remember, the gospel must include 
the cross? 
 
No. 
 
Of course Paul knows the cross is essential. 
 
No cross – no gospel! 
 
Listen to what Paul said earlier in 1 Corinthians. 
 
1:18: 

Paul’s Gospel 

1 Corinthians 15:3–4:  
For I passed on to you as most important what I also received: that 
Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was 
buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the 
Scriptures. 

Acts 17:18:  
Paul was telling the good news [gospel] about Jesus and the 
resurrection.  

Romans 10:9:
If you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in
your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved..
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 The word of the cross ... is the power of God to us who are being saved. 
 
1:23-24: 
 
 We preach Christ crucified … the power of God. 
 
2:2-5: 
 

I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified 
… so that your faith might not be based on human wisdom but on God’s power. 

 
Paul says I turned up and preached about the cross and the One who died on it – 
Jesus Christ the Messiah. 
 
Paul knows full well that the heart of the gospel is both the cross and the resurrection. 
 
He knows – it is not good news if we have our sins forgiven – then live in this fallen 
world for a few years – then die and that is it. 
 
Nor is it good news if our spirits continue to exist in some spiritual heaven. 
 
What is good news is that our sins are forgiven and that our bodies will rise to never 
die again. 
 

 
 
So why is that when Paul gives a condensed version of the gospel – he is more likely 
to focus on the resurrection rather than the cross? 
 
He doesn’t spell it out clearly but let me give you my take on this. 
 
Two reasons: 
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1. It seems that Paul understands that the truth of the resurrection implies the truth 

of cross. 
 
Jesus can only be raised from the dead if He first died. 
 
Behind the truth of the resurrection – you have to have the truth of the cross. 
 
However, the converse is not true. 
 
The truth of the cross does not imply the truth of the resurrection. 
 
Just because Jesus died does not logically mean He had to rise again. 
 
Jesus died and God left His body in the tomb. 
 
In fact, that is exactly what those in Corinth believed. 
 
Now, as we will see that would make Him a pretty poor Saviour – but it is possible. 
 

2. In gospel shorthand – we tend to ignore the resurrection but not the cross. 
 
I know when I have shared the gospel – at times I have focused on the cross and 
overlooked the resurrection. We are so focussed on dealing with our sins at the cross 
we forget that if we do not rise – our gospel is vain. 
 
Those Paul dealt with focussed on the cross – because they denied the resurrection. 
 
So, if Paul is giving an ultralight version of the gospel – he made sure it at least 
contained the resurrection. 
 
It doesn’t mean the cross is unimportant. Far, far from it. 
 
What it does mean is found in the point of this morning’s message: 
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A gospel without the resurrection is anything but good news 
 
A gospel without the resurrection is anything but good news 
 
No resurrection – no gospel! 
 
You might look at this and think – that is pretty obvious. 
 
You might think which fool would ever accept a gospel that did not include a 
resurrection? 
 
Well – unfortunately – at least some in Corinth had been fooled and deceived into 
accepting a gospel that did not include the good news of the resurrection. 
 
If you look down at verse 12 of chapter 15: 
 

Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say, 
“There is no resurrection of the dead”?  

 
Some were saying – despite the gospel preached everywhere holding to a resurrection 
– we say there is no resurrection of the body after death! 
 
But first, we need to ask a question – how does this discussion of the resurrection fit 
in the flow of 1 Corinthians? 
 
We have seen that in the structure of 1 Corinthians – in the section from 7:1 to 16:9 
Paul is answering a series of questions the Corinthians put to him. 
 
Interestingly, chapter 15 fits under the question the Corinthians asked about spiritual 
gifts. Why? 
 

A gospel without the 
resurrection is anything but 

good news
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Here is what seems to be going on. 
 
In chapters 12-14 we saw that there were some who considered themselves prophets 
and the spiritual elite in Corinth – but – they were saying the gospel message they had 
received from God was different from Paul’s. 
 
In chapter 12 we saw that they said – Jesus is cursed. 
 
Here in chapter 15 they are saying – our gospel says there is no resurrection from the 
dead. 
 
Paul says – here is the message – the gospel I preached to you – and O – I did not 
make this up – it is Scriptural – and I received it direct from the risen Jesus – and 
crucially – it is the only gospel that saves. 
 
More than that – my gospel most certainly includes a resurrection of the body. 
 
Paul is crystal clear – a resurrection-less gospel is a false gospel – and anyone who 
proclaims it – you can point to them and say – false prophet. 
 
At first glance – it is hard to fathom how anyone in Corinth could have believed these 
false prophets. 
 
Who could think saying Jesus is cursed or there is no resurrection – would ever be 
believed? 
 
It is like saying – I have good news – but my good news has no Saviour and no heaven 
– but trust me – it is still good. 
 
Here is what we need to grasp. There was a school of thinking in Greece that said 
what is good and pure about us is our spirit. 
 
What corrupts up and makes us do bad things – is our bodies our flesh. 
 
Anything bad we do – we do because of our flesh – our bodies. 
 
This idea – spirit good – flesh bad – struck a chord with some in Corinth. 
 
This was not Christian thinking. It came out of paganism – and included some early 
strands of Gnosticism – a teaching that elevated the spiritual and devalued the 
physical. 
 
Jesus refuted this idea. He said our sin problem comes from our heart – we are corrupt 
at the core of our being. 
 
It is not – our bodies make us sin. Our problem is that we are sinners. 
 
But, one result of this teaching was to draw a line between Jesus the flesh and blood 
man and Christ – God who is spirit. 
 



 10 

This line meant they taught that Jesus was just a man – fleshly and cursed. But a time 
came when He was inhabited by the spirit of Christ. 
 
Usually, they said Jesus became the Christ at His baptism – and the Christ spirit left 
the man Jesus before He died on the cross. 
 
So, Jesus – the flesh and blood cursed one – he died on the cross – not the Christ – 
the divine one. 
 
And since flesh is bad – there is no way God would raise Jesus’ body again. 
 
But that also means there is no resurrection for us. 
 
Why raise the flesh – the stuff that makes us sin. 
 
When you die – your spirit goes to join all the other spirits floating around in heaven 
and your body turns to dust and never rises. 
 
The question before us this morning is this – does it really matter? 
 
If these Corinthians say you are saved by faith in Christ – does it matter that they have 
an issue with the resurrection? 
 
If you trust in the cross – isn’t that enough – then God will either raise us or He won’t? 
 
I became a Christian in 1984. 
 
I was told I was a sinner and that Christ was the only way to deal with my sin. 
 
After months of rejecting these statements – God took hold of my heart and I believed 
them. 
 
However, it was some time after that before I even heard about the resurrection. 
 
But, I believe I was still saved. 
 
I didn’t understand the resurrection for awhile – but what is crucial is that I certainly 
didn’t deny it. 
 
And when I did hear about it – I rejoiced. Rising after death was good news. 
 
These Corinthians knew about the resurrection – the issue is – they rejected it. 
 
And denying the resurrection changes our view of the who Christ is and what He did 
on the cross. It changes the whole gospel. 
 
In all of chapter 15 of 1 Corinthians – Paul refutes this fake gospel. Here is how he 
does it. 
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No Resurrection - No Gospel 
 
Any gospel that denies the resurrection is a false gospel and is not good news. 
 
No Resurrection - No Hope 
 
Our hope is that our bodies will rise and we will live for all eternity in the new heavens 
and the new earth. 
 
No Resurrection - No Victory 
 
The resurrection is the proof that Christ has conquered sin and death. Without it – 
there is no victory. 
 
Or to put it positively – the resurrection is good news! 
 
I buried my mother a few weeks back. Dena and I bought the two plots next to hers. I 
can tell you it was surreal to watch my mother’s body go into the ground knowing that 
the very place I was standing that – one day my body will be buried there. 
 
But I also know full well that this would only be for a time. The day will come when the 
last trump will sound – Christ will appear – the archangel will call – and my body will 
rise – never to die again. 
 
Sin does not win. 
 
The grave does not win. 
 
Christ – and those in Christ – win. 
 
How do I know this? Because 2000 years ago – Christ’s tomb was empty. 

No Resurrection - No Gospel 
No Resurrection - No Hope 
No Resurrection - No Victory
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That is why Paul is so right – a gospel without the resurrection is anything but good 
news. 
 
That is why we celebrate this day. 
 
In fact – anything else is fake news – it is a gospel that stops us receiving the real 
good news. 
 
This morning – we look at the first point Paul makes – No resurrection – No Gospel! 
 
He makes this point in verses 1-11. 
 
There is only one true gospel – and that gospel has to include the good news that 
Christ is risen. 
 
Turn with me to 1 Corinthians 15. 
 
We begin with: 
 

 
 
The good news that Christ is risen: 
 

Is the gospel Paul proclaimed 
 
Look with me at 1 Corinthians 15:1–2:  
 

Now I want to make clear for you, brothers and sisters, the gospel I preached 
to you, which you received, on which you have taken your stand and by which 
you are being saved, if you hold to the message I preached to you—unless you 
believed in vain. 

 

The good news that Christ is risen: 

Is the gospel Paul proclaimed
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Paul says – I want you to remember the gospel message I preached to you – the one 
that saved you – said Christ died and rose – unless you believed something different 
– then your faith is vain. 
 
Paul had entered Corinth preaching Christ and Him crucified – and Christ risen on the 
third day. 
 
Here was a Jew – a foreigner – with a very strange story about a Messiah who died in 
ignominy – but then was raised in power. 
 
He said to them Corinthians – this is your only hope – believe it. 
 
And against every shred of reason – some believed and were saved. 
 
Romans 1:16:  
 

The gospel … is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes.  
 
There were men and women who were completely lost. Involved in ritual paganism, 
idolatry, materialism, sexual deviances, every manner of sin. They heard this gospel 
– believed it – and their lives were marvelously transformed. 
 
It is the same today. Some here this morning may think – how can I be saved? 
 
No matter what you have done – no matter how long you have resisted God – this 
message can save you. It can change your life now – give you hope – and save you 
eternally – rescue you from hell and give you heaven. 
 
Every believer sitting here has a different salvation story. 
 
But regardless – a day came where you heard of the Christ who died in your place to 
pay for your sins and then rose again. 
 
You believed that – turned your life over to Him and walked in His ways. 
 
It was the same in Corinth – everyone there had a unique conversion story – but they 
all accepted the truth – Christ died and Christ rose – and the result was they were 
marvellously saved. 
 
This gospel of a crucified risen Saviour – this gospel Paul preached – it was the power 
of God for salvation. 
 
Not only that. Paul reminds them that: 
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The good news that Christ is risen: 
 

Is the gospel Scripture proclaimed 
 
A Saviour who would die and who would rise – is not something new that Paul made 
up. 
 
It was revealed throughout the Scriptures. 
 
To deny the resurrection is to deny the revealed truth. You might as well tear the Old 
Testament up. 
 
In verses 3 and 4 – Paul summarises the good news found in the entire Old Testament: 
 

For I passed on to you as most important what I also received: that Christ died 
for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised 
on the third day according to the Scriptures. 

 
Thirty-nine books given to Israel – all preparing us for this – Christ came and died 
for our sins and rose again. 
 
Paul says – what I told you – is nothing but what the Scriptures told you to expect. 
 
You take the Old Testament – boil it down – here it is – Christ is coming – and He will 
die to save us and rise again. 
 
At its heart – that is the good news. 
 
But what Paul wants us to see is crystal clear is this – the gospel has to include the 
resurrection. 
 

The good news that Christ is risen: 

Is the gospel Paul proclaimed 
Is the gospel Scripture proclaimed 
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However, a great deal of ink has been spilled over these two verses. 
 
Is Paul saying this is all the gospel is? 
 
Should our evangelism and our tracts and our bumper stickers just say this – Christ 
died for our sins and rose again? 
 
Look – you could do a lot worse than that. 
 
Or what about an even shorter version – Trust that Christ is Lord and rose from 
the dead? 
 
Understand this – in these verses and elsewhere, Paul is not trying to be exhaustive 
– here is every last piece of the good news story. 
 
In these verses he is saying here is what is essential. 
 
Even more, his point here is – if you take out the resurrection – whatever story you 
are left with – it is not the gospel. 
 
If Paul down with someone in King George Square who said – Paul – I grew up in 
outer Mongolia – I’ve never heard of God, Adam, Abraham, Moses or David – never 
read a word of the Old Testament. 
 
Would Paul say – Christ died for our sins and rose again – and walk away as if that 
is all he needed to say? 
 
No – No – No – a thousand times no! 
 
When you read everything Paul said about the gospel – when you read his evangelistic 
speeches and letters – what becomes clear is that Paul knows you have to tailor what 
you include – what misunderstandings you correct – what you emphasise – depending 
on the person you are sharing the gospel with. 
 
Here is my understanding. Paul says the cross and the resurrection are the most 
important – the central truths – not the only truths. 
 
Paul knows that a good gospel presentation will move out from these essentials to 
include other necessary truths. 
 
For example – you can’t just say we are saved by Jesus’ death – if you deny the One 
who died on the cross is the God man who died in our place. 
 
So how does the gospel start with the core truths – and then move to explain 
necessary truths? 
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The core of the gospel – the good news – is wrapped up in this word – Saviour. 
 
Christ – the Saviour – died for our sins and rose again. 
 
Most Jews knew they needed a Saviour – were expecting a Saviour – so it is fine to 
start there. 
 
Wrapped up in the word Saviour is the fact that we need saving. 
 
You only understand how good the good news is – if you understand how bad 
the bad news is. 
 
But what if those you are speaking with have no clue of the bad news? 
 
With Paul – and with us – often the good news has to start with the bad news. 
 

SAVIOUR
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A true understanding of God and man – is necessary to tell us why we need a Saviour. 
 
Many don’t even know their souls are in eternal peril. 
 
No one thinks the coming of a Saviour is good news unless you know you need saving. 
 
The words – Christ died for our sins – is only good news when you understand the 
bad news. 
 
So, lying behind the good news we find two truths that are bad news. 
 

 
 

GOD

MAN
SAVIOUR

GOD

God 

Sovereign 
Holy 
Just
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God 
 
What is it about God we need to share? 
 
Well for one – that there is a God. 
 
Oftentimes we need to tell them about the God they don’t believe in. 
 
Oftentimes we need to tell them about the true God – rather than their god. 
 
So tell them: 
 
God is 
 
Sovereign 
Holy 
Just 
 
God created the universe including us and God sets the rules. 
 
God is holy and commands us to be holy. 
 
God is just and must punish those who are unholy. 
 
This becomes bad news – very bad news – when we understand our second truth: 
 
Man 
 
The truths about mankind include: 
 

 
 
Man 

GOD

MAN

Man 

Depravity 
Inability 
Lostness
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Depravity 
Inability 
Lostness 
 
After the fall every person – man or woman ever born is sinful from the moment of 
conception – our hearts run to depravity like water down a hill. 
 
And we are unable to change – that is who we are. 
 
We are lost – separated from God. 
 
Put these two truths together and you have: 
 

 
 
Bad news 
 
God is holy and we are not. 
 
In fact this is the worst possible news. 
 
Why this is the worst news possible is that the justice of God demands: 
 
Eternal judgment 
 
There is a heaven and there is a hell. 
 
So why isn’t all of this part of Paul’s basic gospel? I mean this is very clear in the Old 
Testament Scriptures. 
 
Are you kidding me! It is part of Paul’s gospel – if they don’t know it. 
 

GOD

MAN

Bad News 

God is holy and we are not 

Eternal Judgment 
Heaven and hell
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When you read Acts 17 – we are told Paul preached Christ and the resurrection. 
 
You might think that is where he started. 
 
Not at all. These Athenians didn’t know the bad news. So, before he could preach 
Christ – Paul knew he had to give them the bad news. 
 
He first told them about the God who they don’t believe  in – who created all things. 
About the sin of all humans. About God’s call for all to repent. About the impending 
judgment. 
 
Only then did he begin to get to the heart of his gospel – Jesus and the resurrection. 
 
You have to know the bad news – that your soul is in eternal danger – before the 
message – there is a Saviour becomes good news. 
 
And there are likely other truths Paul would have included if necessary. 
 
The Bible also tells us that there are other key truths associated with God. Truths that 
tell us why there is a Saviour. 
 

 
 
God is not just holy and just – He is also. 
 
God 
 
Loving 
Merciful 
Gracious 
 
Because God is love – there is a gospel – there is good news. This is why Jesus came. 
 

GOD

MAN

God 

Loving 
Merciful 
Gracious
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John 3:16:  
 

For God loved the world in this way: He gave his one and only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life.  

 
Because God is love – that is why there is a Saviour. 
 
Paul says the fact that there is a Saviour – this is the good news. Why? 
 

 
 

Christ died for our sins. 
 
Five short words. 
 
Behind each word is a galaxy of theology. 
 
I am serious in saying you could a lifetime on each word and not exhaust its depths. 
 
Who is this Christ who died? 
 

GOD

MAN
SAVIOUR

Christ died for our sins 
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He is the God-Man – fully God and fully man. The Son of God. Eternal. Creator of all 
things. The second person of the Trinity. 
 
But then you add this word – died. How does God die? 
 
This leads to truths such as the incarnation – the Word became flesh. Only a man of 
flesh can die for Adam’s race. 
 
The virgin birth. 
 

 
 
Then these words – for our sins. 

GOD

MAN
SAVIOUR

Christ died 

God-man 
Incarnation 
Virgin Birth 

GOD

MAN
SAVIOUR

Christ died 

God-man 
Incarnation 
Virgin Birth 

For our sins 

Perfect Life 

Penal 
Subsitutionary 
Atonement
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On our behalf – to pay for the sins we committed. 
 
So many truths in this. 
 
As the God-man He lived a perfect life under the law. This meant His sacrifice was 
acceptable. 
 
His death was: 
 
Penal – He died to pay our penalty. 
Substitutionary – He died the death we should have died. 
Atonement – His death satisfied the wrath of God directed at us. 
 
This barely scratches the surface of the gospel truths behind these words. 
 
And all of this – is according to the Scriptures. 
 
So what Scriptures is he referring to? 
 
It seems he is using this to sum up the whole Old Testament. 
 
Christ and the cross is the point and climax of the whole Old Testament. 
 
In Genesis 3:15 – One who will undo the fall is promised. A seed line leading to this 
promised One develops. 
 
The call of Abraham. The Exodus. The Law – with Priests and sacrifices – the Day of 
Atonement – the necessity of shedding blood for the forgiveness of sins – and 
ultimately the great promise of Isaiah 53 – the Suffering Servant who will die in the 
place of His people to pay for their sins. 
 
He is the gospel – He is the good news. 
 
Many gospel presentations would end here. 
 

Christ died for our sins. 
 
This is good news. But it is not the whole good news – and crucially – if you deny the 
resurrection – you have no good news. 
 
So, Paul continues: 
 

That he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the 
Scriptures. 

 
While the cross provided the grounds for our salvation – Christ’s saving work involved 
more. 
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Christ was buried. 
But was raised. 
He ascended into heaven. 
He is reigning at the right hand of the Father. 
He will return to finish redeeming the creation – including us. 
 
Paul could have mentioned all of these – and in various places he does. 
 
You can also make a case that all of these are foretold in the Scriptures. 
 
But Paul only mentions burial and resurrection because they pointed to the key issue 
in Corinth – so that is where he focussed. 
 
Now, some have taken issue with Paul saying – your gospel message doesn’t call for 
a commitment. 
 
Paul don’t you realise that a call for a response is a crucial part of any gospel. 
 

Peter said – repent and be baptised for the forgiveness of sins. 
 
Again – are you kidding me! 
 
Look, there is no doubt that Paul knew any good gospel messages expects a 
response. 
 
Paul would be the first to say – the good news only becomes good news to you when 
you accept it. 
 
So implied in this shortened gospel is a response to these truths. 
 

GOD

MAN
SAVIOUR

Christ 

Buried 
Raised 
Ascended 
Reigning 
Returning 
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The work of Jesus is not automatically applied to us to make us saved. 
 
Response – faith and hope 
 
Paul knows this. 
 
Romans 10:13: 
 

For everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.  
 
We are saved by grace through faith. 
 
There is no good news for us unless we respond. 
 
And many would add a final layer to the gospel. 
 

GOD

MAN
SAVIOUR

RESPONSE
Response 

Faith 
Hope 
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Fruit – repentance and works 
 
Is fruit a part of the gospel? In a sense it is. 
 
You know you have received the true gospel when your life is changed. 
 
Fruit does not save you – but fruit shows you are saved. 
 
Accepting the true gospel leads to fruit. 
 
Again – Paul knows this. 
 
Acts 17:30:  
 

God now commands all people everywhere to repent. 
 
Ephesians 2:10:  
 

For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works.  
 
So, back to where we started – what is the gospel? – what is the good news? 
 
Over the years many men and women far smarter than me have tried to work out just 
what you need believe to share for it to be the gospel. 
 
For example – The Apostles’ Creed – which may date as far back as the second 
century gave this summary of the gospel: 
 

GOD

MAN
SAVIOUR

RESPONSE
FRUIT

GOD

MAN
SAVIOUR

RESPONSE
FRUIT

Fruit 

Repentance 
Works 
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We believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
    the Creator of heaven and earth, 
    and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord: 
 
Who was conceived of the Holy Spirit, 
    born of the Virgin Mary, 
    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
    was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 
The third day He arose again from the dead. 
 
He ascended into heaven 
    and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty, 
    From there, He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the true holy church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and life everlasting. 
 
Amen. 

 
It is pretty good. Believe that and you have the essence of the gospel. 
 
Personally, I would have added a bit about our sinfulness and the perfection of Jesus’ 
life and I’m not sure Pontus Pilate part was necessary – but I’m nit-picking. 
 
So, what is the gospel? – what is the good news? 
 

We believe in God, the Father Almighty, the Creator of heaven and 
earth, and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord: 
Who was conceived of the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
The third day He arose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty. 
From there, He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the true holy church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and life everlasting.      Amen.
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Jesus is Lord and God raised Him from the dead. That is the gospel. 
 
Christ died for our sins and rose again. That is the gospel. 
 
Five words – God, Man, Saviour, Response, Fruit. That is the gospel. 
 
Or you could add in a lot more. 
 

 
 
All of this is the gospel. 
 
But the reality is whether it is the gospel light or the gospel with the works or something 
in between – you will still have barely scratched the surface. 
 
Look, unless you are a rather peculiar type A personality – I doubt you include every 
single one of these truths when you share the gospel. 
 
In fact, I doubt anyone would sit through a lecture on all of these truths. 
 
The gospel starts with core truths and the conversation moves to fill in the pieces as 
needed. Often over days and weeks. 
 
The other question these verses raise is this – do you have to include a perfect 
unpacking of these truths in your gospel? 
 
Or putting it another way – can a faulty gospel save? 
 
As long as it doesn’t corrupt a core truth – I would say yes. 
 
God is so gracious, my understanding is that you can even be saved through a 
somewhat distorted view of many of these truths. 
 

God 

Sovereign 
Holy 
Just 

Loving 
Merciful 
Gracious

Man 

Depraved 
Inability 
Lost 

Judgment 
Heaven 
Hell

Christ died 

God-man 
Incarnation 
Virgin Birth 

For our sins 

Perfect Life 

Penal 
Subsitutionary 
Atonement

Response 

Faith 
Hope 

Fruit 

Repentance 
Works
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Can you be saved with a gospel that denies eternal punishment in hell? 
 
Can you be saved with a gospel that denies the depravity of man? 
 
Can you be saved with a messed-up view of repentance? 

 
I think you can – unless it also corrupts a core truth – which it certainly can. 
 
My read is that none of us have every area of theology right. 
 
However, there can come a time when the gospel moves so far from Scriptural truth 
– what you are sharing is no longer the gospel. 
 
That said, the Scriptures are clear. Whatever gospel you do preach – gospel light – 
gospel works – or gospel in between – it has to in some way include the essentials 
and it can’t deny an essential. 
 
Christ died for our sins – that is essential. 
 
No cross – no gospel! 
 
Christ being buried and rising on the third day – that is also an essential. 
 
No resurrection – no gospel! 
 
Deny the cross or the resurrection and the gospel you believe in will not save you. 
 
Why is the resurrection essential? 
 
Paul is going to unpack that in verses 12-58. 
 
Paul is going to say – without the resurrection the gospel has: 
 
A false hope 
 
Death is not defeated. We just stay dead. 
 
And: 
 
A false victory 
 
Sin wins. The creation stays corrupted. Pain, illness and death are victorious. 
 
Listen – if there is no resurrection – the news is all bad. 
 
Our sins are not washed away. 
Our bodies rotting away is the end. 
Our universe remains corrupt. 
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But Paul says – hang on – that is not the gospel. The true gospel has a resurrection 
– which guarantees our sins are forgiven, the grave is not the end and this world will 
be renewed. 
 
That is what we celebrate on this Resurrection Sunday. 
 
That is why the true gospel has to include the truths of verse 4: 
 

Christ was buried and he was raised on the third day according to the 
Scriptures. 

 
Christ the Son of God was buried. His body mattered. 
 
And, on the third day – He rose. 
 
All of this is in accordance with the Scriptures. This is inherent in the truth God 
revealed. 
 
Again, I believe the resurrection is inherent in the whole Old Testament. But there 
are specific Scriptures as well. 
 
Isaiah 53:11 indicates the Saviour will be buried. 
 
What about the resurrection? 
 
In Acts 2:31 Peter said:  
 

Seeing what was to come, [David] spoke concerning the resurrection of the 
Messiah. 

 
Where did David speak of this? Acts 13:32–35 Paul says David spoke of this in the 
Psalms:  
 

And we ourselves proclaim to you the good news of the promise that was made 
to our ancestors. God has fulfilled this for us, their children, by raising up Jesus, 
as it is written in the second Psalm: You are my Son; today I have become 
your Father. As to his raising him from the dead, never to return to decay, he 
has spoken in this way, I will give you the holy and sure promises of David. 
Therefore he also says in another passage, You will not let your Holy One 
see decay.  

 
It is in the Scriptures. 
 
What about rising the third day? Jonah in the belly of the fish for three days. Hosea 
6:2. These foreshadowed this truth. 
 
To deny the resurrection is to deny the Scriptures. 
 
Finally: 
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The good news that Christ is risen: 
 

Is the gospel Jesus proclaimed 
 
Again and again Jesus said – I am going to be killed and then on the third day rise 
again. 
 
But it is not just before He died that Jesus proclaimed His resurrection. 
 
This is the gospel He proclaimed after He rose. 
 
It is not that Jesus rose from the dead in the middle of the night – went to heaven – 
and everyone was left scratching their heads. 
 

Did He actually die – maybe He swooned and recovered? 
Was the body stolen? 
Is this all just a government conspiracy? 

 
No – the risen Lord Himself repeatedly appeared in a flesh and blood risen body to 
proclaim this gospel that of salvation through the cross and the resurrection. 
 
Look at what Paul says. Verses 5-10: 
 

He appeared to Cephas, then to the Twelve. Then he appeared to over five 
hundred brothers and sisters at one time; most of them are still alive, but some 
have fallen asleep. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last 
of all, as to one born at the wrong time, he also appeared to me. For I am the 
least of the apostles, not worthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted 
the church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace 
toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them, 
yet not I, but the grace of God that was with me. 

The good news that Christ is risen: 

Is the gospel Paul proclaimed 
Is the gospel Scripture proclaimed 
Is the gospel Jesus proclaimed
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We know from the various books of the New Testament that this list is not an 
exhaustive list of Jesus’ appearances.  
 
Paul picks a number of these appearances to validate the reality of the resurrection. 
 
And last of all he says – He appeared to me – an enemy – one who had to see the 
risen Christ to repent. 
 
And now I work so hard to preach this gospel I once hated. 
 
Jesus appeared to friends, neutral, sceptics, enemies. 
 
Now they all testify – we saw Him – risen from the dead. 
 
Verse 11: 
 

Whether, then, it is I or they, so we proclaim and so you have believed. 
 
This is the gospel that is preached in very place. It is the gospel Paul preached to the 
men and women of Corinth. It is the gospel we preach. And any who believe it are 
saved. 
 
Next Sunday, Lord willing, it is the induction of our new members. 
 
I love meeting those the Lord has brought into our fellowship. 
 
As part of the membership process, we ask a number of questions to make sure they 
understand the gospel. 
 
In one way or another – we ask them – what is the gospel? 
 
It is fascinating, I doubt any two members have ever given the same answer – but 
what saved them is the same gospel. 
 
They trust the cross and the empty tomb. 
 
They are the foundation of our life in Christ – they are the basis of our hope of heaven. 
 
This world is a mess. Corruption, hatred, violence, disorder. 
 
Even if you live a great life – and we live in one of the greatest nations on earth. 
 
Even if you are wealthy and blessed with awesome genetics – you will die. Maybe die 
young or get old and die. 
 
And then you will encounter the bad news – God is holy and you are not. 
 
You will encounter the bad news – God is just and demands justice. 
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But the fact that 2000 years ago the tomb of Jesus was empty is a beacon of hope. 
 
His death dealt with the sin that caused the corruption. 
 
He resurrection shows that one day He will undo every last vestige of corruption – 
including the corruption of death. 
 
This is our gospel. This is our hope. 
 
I pray any here who have not accepted the free gift of the gospel will consider the proof 
of the empty tomb. 
 
I pray any here who have accepted the free gift of the gospel will rejoice because the 
empty tomb is not just good news – it is the greatest news anyone ever heard. 
 
Christ is risen – He is risen indeed! 
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No Resurrection – No Gospel 
(1 Corinthians  15:1-11 April 4, 2021) 

 
Main Point: A gospel without the resurrection is anything but good news 
 
 
General Questions: 
 
1. What is the gospel? 
 
What is essential to be the gospel? 
 
What makes the gospel false if you deny it? 
 
2. Do you have different ways to approach sharing the gospel? 
 
3. Do you have different approaches to move the gospel to crucial areas? 

 
4. Do you routinely include the resurrection in your gospel or not? Why? 

 
5. Why did the resurrection become an issue in Corinth? 

 
6. If someone just believes their spirit rises – not their body – can they be saved – or 

not? 
 

7. Is giving the truth about God and man – essential to the gospel? Why or why not? 
 

8. Is calling for a response essential? Why or why not? 
 

9. Is telling people to expect fruit part of the gospel or not? Why or why not? 
 

10. Why is a gospel without a resurrection bad news? 
 
 
 
Application Questions: 
 
1. Do you have a short gospel you can give if asked? What is it? 
 
2. Are their areas of the gospel you need to understand better? 
 
3. What about the resurrection brings you joy? 
 
 
 


